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Pfizer’s experimental COVID-19 antiviral pill can cut the risk of ending up in the hospital or dying by 89%, 

and this means that Americans may soon have a choice in COVID-19 pills that they can take at home. 

 Pfizer Says Covid-19 Pill Is 89% Effective in Study 
Report Page 2. 
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Pfizer: Covid-19 Pill Is 89% Effective in Study
Pfizer Inc. said a preliminary look at study results 

found that its experimental pill was highly effective at 

preventing people at high risk of severe Covid-19 from 

needing hospitalization or dying, the latest encouraging 

performance for an early virus treatment. 

The company‘s drug cut the risk of hospitalization or 

death in study subjects with mild to moderate Covid-19 

by about 89% if they took the pill within three days of 

diagnosis, Pfizer said. The drug, called Paxlovid, was 

also found to be generally safe and well-tolerated in the 

early look at ongoing study results, the company said. 

Pfizer plans to ask the Food and Drug Administration 

to authorize the drug‘s use this month, and the 

company could deliver doses this year, should 

regulators give a thumbs-up, Pfizer Chief Scientific 

Officer Mikael Dolsten said. ―It‘s stunning data,‖ Dr. 

Dolsten said in an interview. ‖I feel very optimistic on 

a day like this. For everyone living in this pandemic, a 

new light of hope has turned on.‖ 

Pfizer has already begun to share with the FDA 

information about the drug needed for regulatory 

reviews, such as how it will be made, Dr. Dolsten said. 

If authorized, there could be two Covid-19 pills that 

people could take at home before the end of the year to 

keep them out of the hospital. An antiviral from Merck 

& Co. and Ridgeback Biotherapeutics LP was cleared 

for use in the U.K. this week and is up for U.S. 

authorization. 

Merck and Ridgeback said their pill, called 

molnupiravir, was found in an early look at study 

results to reduce the risk of hospitalization or death in 

people with mild to moderate Covid-19 by about 50%. 

The advent of the promising antivirals indicates that 

Covid-19 drug research might be finally turning a 

corner after months of setbacks. 

President Joe Biden said the U.S. has secured ―millions 

of doses‖ of Paxlovid that could help people who 

become infected. ―The therapy would be another tool 

in our toolbox to protect people from…the worst 

outcomes of Covid,‖ he said. 

Doctors and health authorities have struggled with few 

options for treating patients, especially early in the 

disease. The antiviral remdesivir, from Gilead Sciences 

Inc., is primarily used to treat hospitalized patients, and 

antibody treatments for recently diagnosed patients 

must be administered in doctors‘ offices, clinics and 

hospitals. 

FDA clearance would expand Pfizer‘s role in the 

global pandemic response and in infectious disease 

more generally. 

The drugmaker‘s Covid-19 vaccine, which it 

developed with BioNTech SE, has become the shot of 

choice around the world. Pfizer raised its forecast for 

the vaccine‘s sales this year to $36 bn.The antiviral 

could fetch $5 bn in yearly sales, Citi analysts 

estimated, with Pfizer inking supply contracts with 

countries and aiming to make doses available quickly. 

Paxlovid‘s higher efficacy, compared with Merck‘s 

drug, could also drive wider use, the analysts said. 

Pfizer shares rose as much as 10% on Paxlovid‘s study 

results, while Merck and other companies that 

developed other Covid-19 treatments saw their shares 

fall. ―Today‘s news could be a real game-changer in 

the global efforts to halt the devastation of this 

pandemic,‖ said Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla. 

Pfizer disclosed the results for Paxlovid in a press 

release after an early look at results for 1,219 subjects 

in a continuing Phase 2/3 study. The results haven‘t 

been published in a peer-reviewed scientific journal. 

The drug was shown to be active against variants, 

including the highly contagious Delta, in laboratory 

testing, Pfizer said. The company plans to share in the 

future how the drug fared against variants in the study, 

a spokeswoman said. 

People could take Pfizer‘s drug, like the Merck-

Ridgeback pill, at home when they first develop Covid-

19 symptoms. Researchers designed Pfizer‘s pill to 

stop the coronavirus from spreading in people by 

blocking activity of a key enzyme that the virus needs 

to replicate. 

Patients would take 30 pills over five days. Twice a 

day over the course of treatment, they would take two 

pills of Paxlovid and one pill of another antiviral called 

ritonavir. Adding ritonavir helps slow the breakdown 

of the Pfizer drug, extending its duration to help fight 

the virus, according to the company. 
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Pfizer researchers identified the drug in-house last 

year. Its late-stage study began in July and enrolled 

people deemed at high risk of becoming seriously ill 

with Covid-19. About half received the drug and a low 

dose of ritonavir twice a day for five days, while the 

other study subjects got a placebo. 

Treatment began within five days after the participants 

developed Covid-19 symptoms.About 70% of the 

3,000 targeted subjects had enrolled by the time of the 

early analysis of results on Wednesday, with 45% of 

the subjects located in the US. 

A panel of independent experts, known as a data-safety 

monitoring committee, conducted the interim analysis 

and then shared its findings with Pfizer, Dr. Dolsten 

said.  

In the interim analysis, three of the 389 subjects who 

received the drug within three days of showing 

symptoms were hospitalized through four weeks after 

beginning treatment, Pfizer said. 

By comparison, 27 of the 385 subjects in the placebo 

group were either hospitalized or died, the company 

said, resulting in an efficacy rate of about 89%. 

If subjects were treated within five days, the efficacy 

was about 85%, with six out of 607 subjects who 

received the drug becoming hospitalized, compared 

with 41 out of 612 people who received a placebo, 

according to Pfizer. 

Through the four weeks, no subjects who received the 

Pfizer drug had died, compared with 10 deaths in the 

placebo group, according to Pfizer. 

Pfizer is also testing the drug in people who are at low 

risk of developing severe Covid-19, including 

vaccinated people, and as a prophylactic to prevent the 

disease. Those results might come early next year, 

Pfizer said earlier this week. 

Mr. Bourla said Pfizer is increasing its manufacturing 

capabilities of the antiviral and has invested up to $1 

billion to do so. ―We are going to make sure that we 

make as many as possible as quickly as possible,‖ Mr. 

Bourla said in an interview. 

Pfizer expects to manufacture 180,000 courses of 

treatment this year, and at least 50 million next year, 

including more than 21 million coming in the first half 

of the year. 

If cleared for use, Pfizer said it would price the drug 

through a tiered system, in which low- and middle-

income countries would pay less than wealthier ones. 

That approach is similar to how the company has 

priced its Covid-19 vaccine. 

Wealthy nations such as the U.K. and Australia have 

said they have already reached supply deals. Pfizer said 

it is in talks with other countries. 

Dr. Dolsten said Pfizer is exploring ways to ensure 

global access and would share further details in the 

future. Merck has entered into voluntary licensing 

agreements with makers of generic drugs and a 

nonprofit as part of an effort to expand access to 

molnupiravir. 

*********

______________________________________________ 
(Editor’s note: For helping people and communities, voluntary institutions (NGO’s) 

in India, Please donate generously specifically for Coronavirus Pandemic and other 

humanitarian causes. Please use your common sense to donate to the right organization. 

If possible, give priority to your own family, neighbors and your village/Town or area 

healthcare systems directly.  

There are fraudulent organizations be aware of them. Look into the need and response 

to those priorities. Get some advice from your Doctors or helping organizations. Many 

time Cash Donations are more effective than kind. I would recommend donating to Red 

Cross of India, UNICEF, Oxfam India, and Care India.  

In my personal opinion, please do not send any contributions to India’s Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s PM Care Fund as its not transparent, has no accountability, is a 

private charity, and not a Government of India organization.   -Kaushik Amin). 
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Gottlieb says pandemic in US 

could be over by January 2022. 
Former Food and Drug Administration Commissioner 

Scott Gottlieb said Friday that he thinks the COVID-19 

pandemic in the US could be over by January, 

transitioning to a lower-level "endemic" presence. 

"I think the bottom line though is that these mandates 

that are going to be put in place by Jan. 4 really are 

coming on the tail end of this pandemic," Gottlieb said  

referring to President Biden's deadline for a vaccine or 

test mandate for businesses with at least 100 

employees. "By Jan. 4 this pandemic may well be over 

at least as it relates to the US after we get through this 

delta wave of infection. And we'll be in more of an 

endemic phase of this virus." The coronavirus is not 

expected to disappear entirely, but it could settle into a 

lower-level, constant presence that does not cause the 

disruption and harm of the past year and a half. 

In addition to vaccines, Gottlieb, who is on the board 

of Pfizer, also pointed to results from new treatments, 

including a pill from Pfizer that the company said 

Friday was found to reduce the risk of hospitalization 

or death from COVID-19 by 89 percent. 

"Once we get through this delta wave of infection over 

the course of the next two months, I think that this 

therapeutic and the other innovations that we've seen 

coming to market really mark the end of the pandemic 

in the US," Gottlieb said. "We need to think about how 

we put that victory sign on the side of the White 

House." 

The wave is not over yet. The surge of cases fueled by 

the highly contagious delta variant has been waning in 

recent weeks, but there is still a high number of new 

cases per day, about 70,000, according to a New York 

Times tracker. And those cases have leveled off in the 

past few days. There are still more than 1,000 people in 

the U.S. dying per day from the virus, largely those 

who are unvaccinated. 

As Gottlieb indicated, the pandemic could continue to 

rage in other countries even once it is tamed in the US. 

Advocates have been pressing wealthy countries and 

vaccine makers to do more to share their vaccine 

technology with lower-income countries. 

Experts warn that if the virus continues to circulate at 

high levels elsewhere, it also poses the risk of a new 

variant developing that could threaten countries 

including America by potentially evading the current 

vaccines. Gottlieb said that with the progress that the 

US is making, the discussion about lifting mask 

mandates can begin as well. He said that his hometown 

in Connecticut is at five cases per 100,000 people per 

day and it lifted its mask mandate this week. 
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Federal Court Blocks Biden Administration’s 

Private Business COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate 

 
BY  ZACHARY STIEBER 

A federal appeals court on Saturday blocked the Biden 

administration‘s private employer COVID-19 vaccine 

mandate, asserting there may be constitutional issues with the 

requirement. ―Because the petitions give cause to believe there 

are grave statutory and constitutional issues with the mandate, 

the mandate is hereby STAYED pending further action by this 

court,‖ a panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth 

Circuit said in the brief order. 

The halt of the mandate, which was unveiled this week, is 

temporary as the case moves forward. 

The case was brought by multiple businesses, including the 

American Family Association; multiple individuals; and 

several states, including Texas, Utah, and Mississippi. 

Petitioners said the mandate, promulgated as an Emergency 

Temporary Standard (ETS) by the Department of Labor‘s 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), 

should be struck down because it exceeds OSHA‘s authority 

under the Occupational Safety and Health Act. 

They said that the authority is limited to workplace-related 

hazards while the risk from COVID-19 is ―a society-wide 

danger.‖ 

 They also said the mandate doesn‘t make sense because 

determining whether COVID-19 is a workplace hazard 

depends on employees‘ age and health, not how many co-

workers they have. 

―In an attempt to impose a nationwide vaccination mandate 

without approval from Congress, the executive branch has 

couched its COVID-19 vaccine mandate as an emergency 

workplace rule affecting nearly 100 million Americans. But 

the ETS is neither a workplace rule nor responsive to an 

emergency,‖ lawyers for the petitioners wrote in an emergency 

motion asking the court to impose a stay. 

―Vaccination status is a public health issue that affects people 

throughout society; it is not a hazard particular to the 

workplace.  

And there is no need to use an emergency rule to address a 

pandemic that has been going on for nearly two years. 

Congress did not grant OSHA such sweeping powers in its 

authorizing statute,‖ they added. 

Administration officials have in recent days said they‘re 

confident the OSHA rule will withstand the flurry of legal 

challenges that were lodged after it was made public. 

Solicitor of Labor Seema Nanda told  in an emailed statement 

that the administration is prepared to defend the mandate in 

court. ―The U.S. Department of Labor is confident in its legal 

authority to issue the emergency temporary standard on 

vaccination and testing.  

The Occupational Safety and Health Act explicitly gives 

OSHA the authority to act quickly in an emergency where the 

agency finds that workers are subjected to a grave danger and a 

new standard is necessary to protect them,‖ she said. 

Brandon Trosclair, a petitioner who employs nearly 500 

people across grocery stores in Louisiana and Mississippi, said 

in a statement that the ruling is ―an incredible first victory for 

all Americans,‖ adding that the appeals court ―quickly realized 

that the Biden employer vaccine mandate would cause great 

harm to businesses like mine.‖―The court‘s action not only 

halts Biden from moving forward with his unlawful overreach, 

but it also commands the judicious review we sought.  

The president will not impose medical procedures on the 

American people without the checks and balances afforded by 

the Constitution,‖ added Louisiana Attorney General Jeff 

Landry, a Republican and one of the petitioners. 

The appeals court panel consisted of Judge Stuart Kyle 

Duncan, a Trump nominee; Judge Edith Jones, a Reagan 

nominee; and Judge Kurt Engelhardt, a George W. Bush 

nominee. 

The Biden administration was ordered to file a response to the 

petitioners‘ motion for a permanent injunction by 5 p.m. on 

Monday and file a reply to other petitioner court documents by 

5 p.m. on Tuesday. 
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Along the Canada-US border, 
residents eagerly await reopening. 

 
Since the US-Canada border closed to non-essential 

traffic 20 months ago over coronavirus fears, Auntie 

Pam‘s Country Store has been cut off from 75 percent 

of its customers – literally. 

Selling an eclectic mix of penny candies, homemade 

soaps, knitwear, imported dresses and basic essentials, 

the store sits in Point Roberts, Washington, a western 

US town surrounded by water on three sides and 

connected by land only to Canada. Roughly three-

quarters of the area‘s homeowners are Canadians who 

have been cut off from their properties by the closure.  

Sales have dropped 90 percent since March 2020 when 

the border closed to non-essential travel, said Pam 

Sheppard, the store‘s owner, known locally as Auntie 

Pam. Most other businesses in the community of fewer 

than 2,000 residents are also in dire financial straits, 

she added. 

―It has been devastating … I am just hanging on,‖ 

Sheppard told. ―It‘s glum when you own a store and 

you walk into the middle of the road and don‘t see a 

car for 25 minutes.‖ 

If not for US government financial aid during the 

pandemic, and a decision by her landlord to reduce her 

rent when sales slumped, the business certainly would 

have closed down, Sheppard said. Currently, she can 

only afford to stay open three days a week. 

While the border closure has been particularly dire for 

Point Roberts due to its unique geography, towns and 

businesses all along the 49th parallel have struggled 

without tourism dollars and visits from their neighbors. 

With the world‘s longest land border opening for non-

essential travel to fully vaccinated tourists next month, 

tens of thousands of residents in both countries who 

have family or business ties with their neighbors are 

excited. 
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Like ‘visiting a neighbor’ 

―This is something we have been really looking 

forward to; it is a great step forward,‖ said Rakesh 

Naidu, president and CEO of the Windsor-Essex 

Chamber of Commerce, a business group in the 

Canadian city of Windsor adjacent to Detroit. 

―This is a border region: for us crossing the border and 

doing business is second nature,‖ the former auto 

manufacturing executive told Al Jazeera. 

Canada has allowed fully vaccinated Americans to 

cross the land border since August 9; the US is opening 

its land border to fully vaccinated Canadians on 

November 8. 

The entry rules will be slightly different for each 

country. Americans entering Canada will need to have 

a negative PCR test for COVID-19 taken in the 

previous 72 hours. Canadians entering the US by land 

will not have to provide such a test, but they do need a 

negative coronavirus test when entering the US by air.  

Before the land border closure last year, it would be 

common for Windsor residents to cross the border two 

to three times a week to meet friends or business 

colleagues, Naidu said. ―Many Americans own 

property on the Canadian side and vice versa. It would 

be normal for Americans to come to the wineries, shop 

or spend time at Caesars casino,‖ he added. ―It was just 

like visiting a neighboring community.‖ 

Essential travel, including cross-border shipping and 

transit for key workers such as healthcare staff, has 

continued throughout the pandemic.  

Nearly $1.6bn in goods cross the border each day, 

according to the shipping company Purolator 

International.About one-third of that trade transits 

through the Windsor-Detroit corridor, Naidu said, and 

some 7,000 Canadian nurses commute across the 

border daily to work in US hospitals. 

In the auto industry, crucial in both Detroit and 

Windsor, it‘s not uncommon for components to move 

back and forth across the border half a dozen times 

during the assembly process before a completed 

vehicle rolls off the assembly line, he said, 

underscoring the degree of economic integration 

between the two countries. 

―For our local small- and medium-sized businesses, 

roughly 25 percent of their revenue comes from 

Americans who come in as travellers,‖ Naidu said. 

―That revenue was pretty much eliminated when the 

restrictions came into place.‖ 

Frustration over slow reopening 

Like other businesspeople working in the border 

region, John Kinney believed the reopening is coming 

too late. He said COVID-19 restrictions have 

sometimes been haphazard and contradictory. 

For example, tourists have been able to fly between 

Canada and the US for months, with evolving rules 

related to coronavirus tests, quarantines, and 

vaccinations, but crossing the border by car for non-

essential trips has been prohibited. 

―Unfortunately, the horse is out of the barn door and 

figuratively opening the barn door isn‘t going to help 

us at this point,‖ Kinney told. 

He is president of Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours, an 

adventure travel outfit operating on both sides of the 

border in Niagara Falls, where the Canadian province 

of Ontario is linked by bridge to the US state of New 

York. Kinney‘s company sends fast boats splashing 

through rapids leading up to the largest waterfalls in 

North America. ―White water jet boating is a 

predominately May-October business. We hoped the 

border would reopen during June through August. That 

didn‘t happen,‖ Kinney said. 

―Our business on the Canadian side really took another 

knee to the gut in 2021. When the vaccines were 

announced in October 2020, the last thing I envisioned 

was that 2021 would be a carbon copy from 2020, but 

that‘s exactly what happened.‖ His business has 

dropped about 80 percent during the pandemic and the 

company that once employed about 200 people now 

has just 22 full-time staff, he said.The border easily 

could have opened under the current rules in May, he 

said, saving the summer operating season. 

He does not expect the tourism industry to make a full 

recovery for at least four years. 

Even with the border reopening, travellers entering 

Canada will need to show a negative recent PCR test 

for COVID-19, which could complicate recovery plans 

in communities like Niagara Falls, Point Roberts and 

Windsor.Still, in Point Roberts residents are getting 

ready to celebrate the reopening and reuniting with 

friends and neighbors, Pam Sheppard said. 

―I just can‘t wait to see my people … my customers 

became my friends pretty rapidly,‖ she said. ―They‘re 

all gearing up to come back.‖ 
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Denver Zoo reports world's first 
coronavirus cases in hyena

 

Two hyenas at the Denver Zoo have tested positive for 

the coronavirus, the first confirmed cases among the 

animals worldwide. 

 
Samples from a variety of animals at the zoo, including 

the spotted hyenas, were tested after several lions at the 

facility became ill, according to the National 

Veterinary Services Laboratories. The hyena samples 

tested presumptive positive at a lab at Colorado State 

University, and the cases were confirmed by the 

national lab. 

In addition to the two hyenas, 11 lions and two tigers at 

the zoo tested positive for the virus. 

―Hyenas are famously tough, resilient animals that are 

known to be highly tolerant to anthrax, rabies and 

distemper. They are otherwise healthy and expected to 

make a full recovery,‖ the zoo said in a statement. 

Zoo officials said the hyenas — 22-year-old Ngozi and 

23-year-old Kibo — are experiencing mild symptoms, 

including slight lethargy, some nasal discharge and an 

occasional cough. 

 

The other animals that tested positive in recent weeks 

have either fully recovered or are on the path to a full 

recovery. 

 
―We now know that many other species may be 

susceptible to COVID-19 based on multiple reports, 

and we continue to use the highest level of care and 

precaution when working with all of our 3,000 animals 

and 450 different species,‖ the statement said. 

Infections have been reported in multiple species 

worldwide, mostly in animals that had close contact 

with a person with COVID-19, according the the 

United States Department of Agriculture, which 

oversees the NVSL. A news release Friday said 

scientists are still learning about coronavirus infections 

in animals, but based on the information available, the 

risk of animals spreading the virus to people is low. 

People with COVID-19 should avoid close contact 

with animals, including pets, to protect them from 

possible infection, according to the news release. 

The NVSL serves as an international reference lab, 

providing testing for foreign and emerging animal 

diseases, as well as offering guidance on diagnostic 

techniques. 
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Coronavirus: News from around the World: 
 
*Get ready to fall back: Daylight saving time ends 

this weekend  

To the relief of many Americans, daylight saving time 

comes to a close Sunday. People living in states that 

follow this practice will set their clocks back; gaining 

the hour of sleep they lost in the spring. For most of the 

U.S., daylight saving time starts at 2 a.m. on the second 

Sunday of March and ends on the same time on the 

first Sunday of November. The Department of 

Transportation, which is in charge of daylight saving 

time, says the practice saves energy, prevents traffic 

accidents and reduces crime. On the other hand, sleep 

experts say the health consequences of losing sleep 

from daylight saving outweigh its value, as getting 

enough sleep is essential for a healthy lifestyle. 

 

*New York City Marathon returns after a pandemic-

related absence. 

After being canceled in 2020 due to the pandemic, the 

50th New York City Marathon will take place Sunday. 

The race will have about 33,000 runners, down from 

the usual 55,000. There will be a new champion on the 

women's side as Kenya's Joyciline Jepkosgei, the 2019 

title holder, will not participate (she‘s instead focusing 

on the London Marathon). Geoffrey Kamworor of 

Kenya won the men's event with a time of 2:08:13. The 

26.2-mile race covers all five of the city's boroughs, 

beginning in Staten Island, before working its way 

through Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, and the Bronx 

and finishing back in Manhattan at Central Park. 

Sunday's event will be broadcast live on ESPN2 

starting at 8:30 a.m. ET. It can also be livestreamed on 

the ESPN app. 

 

*States ask courts to block Biden's vaccine mandate 

for big companies 

Attorneys general representing more than half of the 

states in the US filed multiple lawsuits on Friday 

seeking to block the Biden administration from 

imposing new rules requiring companies with more 

than 100 employees to make their workers get 

coronavirus vaccinations or submit to weekly tests. 

The lawsuits, filed in various courts, said the federal 

government was overstepping its authority on an issue 

that states should control. "States have been leading the 

fight against COVID-19 from the start of the 

pandemic," Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly (D) said Friday. 

"It is too late to impose a federal standard now that we 

have already developed systems and strategies that are 

tailored for our specific needs." The Biden 

administration said earlier in the week that the rule 

would take effect Jan. 4. 

 

*How face masks affect our social interaction 

 
While masks are essential in preventing the risk of 

Covid-19 infections, they can also have a detrimental 

effect on our ability to socially interact and share other 

people‘s emotions, new research suggests. 

The study, led by researchers at Cardiff University, 

found people with facial paralysis, people seeing others 

who wear face masks, or even children sucking on 

dummies, could struggle to show empathy or detect 

positive social cues. 

―People tend to automatically imitate others‘ facial 

expressions of emotion when looking at them, whether 

that be a smile, a frown, or a smirk. This facial 

mimicry — where the brain recreates and mirrors the 

emotional experience of the other person — affects 

how we empathize with others and interact socially,‖ 

said lead author Dr Ross Vanderwert, from Cardiff 

University‘s School of Psychology.  

―Our study suggests that when the movements of the 

lower part of the face are disrupted or hidden, this can 

be problematic, particularly for positive social 

interactions and the ability to share emotions. 
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―Wearing a face mask continues to be vital to protect 

ourselves and others during the Covid-19 pandemic — 

but our research suggests this may have important 

implications for the way we communicate and 

interact,‖ Vanderwert added. 

For the study, published in the journal Cognitive, 

Affective, and Behavioral Neuroscience, the team 

recorded the brain activity of 38 individuals via an 

electroencephalogram whilst they watched videos of 

fearful, happy, and angry expressions, as well as a 

collection of inanimate everyday objects, as a control.  

The participants were asked to watch the videos whilst 

holding a pen between their teeth for half the videos 

and without the pen for the remaining videos. 

The researchers were investigating, for the first time, 

the effect this had on a process known as neural 

mirroring-activity in the motor system for our own 

actions that is also active observing other‘s actions. 

Neural mirroring facilitates simple tasks such as hand-

eye coordination and more complex tasks like 

understanding the emotions of others. 

The results revealed that participants who could freely 

move their face showed significant neural mirroring 

when observing the emotional expressions, but not the 

everyday objects. 

While the pen was held in their teeth, no neural 

mirroring was observed when looking at the happy and 

angry expressions-but it did show neural mirroring 

when looking at fearful expressions. 

 

*Alpha Covid variant detected in dogs, cats with 

severe myocarditis 

 
While domestic pets are known to contract Covid-19, 

UK scientists have for the first time reported of 

infection from the Alpha variant in cats and dogs. 

The study, published in the Veterinary Record journal, 

described the first identification of the SARS-CoV-2 

alpha variant in domestic pets; two cats and one dog 

were positive on PCR test, while two additional cats 

and one dog displayed antibodies two to six weeks 

after they developed signs of cardiac disease. 

Many owners of these pets had developed respiratory 

symptoms several weeks before their pets became ill 

and had also tested positive for Covid-19.  

All of these pets had an acute onset of cardiac disease, 

including severe myocarditis (inflammation of the 

heart muscle). 

―Our study reports the first cases of cats and dogs 

affected by the Covid-19 alpha variant and highlights, 

more than ever, the risk that companion animals can 

become infected with SARS-CoV-2,‖ said lead author 

Luca Ferasin, of The Ralph Veterinary Referral Centre, 

in the UK. 

―We also reported the typical clinical manifestations 

characterized by severe heart abnormalities, which is a 

well-recognized complication in people affected by 

Covid-19 but has never been described in pets before,‖ 

Ferasin added. 

According to the US Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, reports of animals infected with SARS-

CoV-2 have been documented around the world. 

Most of these animals became infected after contact 

with people with Covid-19, including owners, 

caretakers, or others who were in close contact. 

Animals reported infected include pet cats, dogs, and 

ferrets; animals in zoos and sanctuaries, including 

several types of big cats, otters, and non-human 

primates; Mink; wild white-tailed deer in several US 

states. 

Recent experimental research shows that many 

mammals like cats, ferrets, fruit bats, hamsters, 

raccoon dogs, and white-tailed deer, besides being 

infected with the virus, can also spread the infection to 

other animals of the same species in laboratory 

settings. However, the risk of animals spreading 

Covid-19 to people is considered to be low. ―However, 

Covid-19 infection in pets remains a relatively rare 

condition and, based on our observations, it seems that 

the transmission occurs from humans to pets, rather 

than vice versa,‖ Ferasin said. 



Coronavirus News Brief November 06, 2021 Issue # 39 Page 11 
 

*High-energy X-rays show lung vessels altered by 

Covid-19 

 
Using high-energy X-rays, scientists have found how 

Covid-19 damages even the smallest blood vessels in 

human lungs.  

Scientists from University College London and the 

European Synchrotron Research Facility (ESRF) used 

a new revolutionary imaging technology called 

Hierarchical Phase-Contrast Tomography (HiP-CT), to 

scan donated human organs, including lungs from a 

Covid-19 donor. 

Using HiP-CT, the research team saw how severe 

Covid-19 infection ‗shunts‘ blood between the two 

separate systems — the capillaries which oxygenate 

the blood and those which feed the lung tissue itself. 

Such cross-linking stops the patient‘s blood from being 

properly oxygenated, which was previously 

hypothesised but not proven, said the team in the paper 

published in the journal Nature Methods. 

―By combining our molecular methods with the HiP-

CT multiscale imaging in lungs affected by Covid-19 

pneumonia, we gained a new understanding how 

shunting between blood vessels in a lung‘s two 

vascular systems occurs in Covid-19 injured lungs, and 

the impact it has on oxygen levels in our circulatory 

system,‖ said Danny Jonigk, Professor of Thoracic 

Pathology, at Hannover Medical School, Germany. 

The HiP-CT technique provides the brightest source of 

X-rays in the world at 100 billion times brighter than a 

hospital X-ray. 

Due to this intense brilliance, researchers can view 

blood vessels five microns in diametre (a tenth of the 

diametre of a hair) in an intact human lung, whereas a 

clinical CT scan only resolves blood vessels that are 

about 100 times larger, around 1mm in diametre. 

The UCL-led team is now planning to use HiP-CT to 

produce a Human Organ Atlas. This will display six 

donated control organs: brain, lung, heart, two kidneys 

and a spleen, and the lung of a patient who died of 

Covid-19. There will also be a control lung biopsy and 

a Covid-19 lung biopsy. The Atlas will be available 

online for surgeons, clinicians and the interested 

public. The researchers believe that the scale-bridging. 

 Imaging from whole organ down to cellular level 

could provide additional insights into many diseases 

such as cancer or Alzheimer‘s disease. 

 

* Pfizer's Covid antiviral reduces hospitalisation and 

death 

 
Pharma giant Pfizer said an experimental antiviral pill, 

given in combination with an older drug, reduces the 

risk of hospitalization or death due to Covid in at-risk 

people.  

The antiviral, a protease inhibitor, is designed to block 

an enzyme the coronavirus needs in order to multiply 

in the body. It is given in combination with an older 

antiviral called ritonavir. 

Preliminary results from a randomized trial showed 

that 0.8% of those given the combination drug within 

three days of symptom onset were hospitalized as 

against 7% in those given a placebo. This works out to 

be a reduction of 89% in hospitalization. 

None who got the drug died 28 days after treatment, 

while seven deaths were reported in the placebo group. 

The results were similar for patients treated within five 

days of symptoms: 1% of the treatment group was 

hospitalized, compared with 6.7% for the placebo 

group, which included 10 deaths. This works out to be 

a reduction of 85%. 
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The results are from a study of 775 adults. The study 

participants were unvaccinated, with mild-to-moderate 

Covid-19, and were considered at high risk due to 

health problems like obesity, diabetes or heart disease. 

The promising results meant Pfizer stopped its study 

— a common practice — and will submit the data to 

US regulators and others for emergency approval. The 

original study was planned to cover 1,219 patients. 

This closely follows the British approval for Merck‘s 

antiviral for Covid. Merck has also sought approval in 

the US and elsewhere. Public health experts say easy-

to-use pills are a breakthrough considering the Covid 

cases continue to be reported and millions are yet to be 

unvaccinated (In India, just about 30% are fully 

vaccinated). 

 

*Facts Matter (Nov. 5): Whistleblower Exposes Data 

Integrity Issues in Pfizer’s Clinical Trial. 

 
According to its newly published earnings report, 

Pfizer is proverbially swimming in cash. In fact, both 

its revenue, as well as its profits, have more than 

doubled in the third quarter of this year, when you 

compare it to a year ago. 

And most of that growth, as you can guess, is being 

driven by vaccine sales. 

That number might climb even higher in the near 

future—since at this very moment, the CDC is 

considering whether or not to allow 5- to 11-year-olds 

to get the shot as well. 

If that comes through, that would obviously be a lot of 

new customers for Pfizer. 

However, not everything is peaches and cream. 

That‘s because, according to a new report that was just 

published in the British Medical Journal, a 

whistleblower from one of the subcontractors that ran 

several of Pfizer‘s clinical trial sites is alleging that the 

trial was plagued with issues—including the 

falsification of data, unblinded patients, as well as very 

big delays in following up on adverse reactions. 

And the kicker is that after she reported this to the 

FDA, she was fired within several hours. 

 

*UK: 1st country to approve Merck's COVID pill 

 
The UK's Medicines and Health care products 

Regulatory Agency is the first regulatory agency in the 

world to approve Merck and Ridgeback Therapeutics's 

Covid-19 pill treatment, called molnupiravir. The 

government has purchased 480,000 doses of the 

treatment, set to arrive by mid-November. 

The twice-a-day tablet is used to treat people who have 

already contracted the virus and can be taken at home, 

instead of administered in a healthcare setting. The 

British government is reserving the treatment for 

elderly and otherwise vulnerable people. 

Molnupiravir works by "lethal mutagenesis", 

essentially by hijacking the virus's RNA genome and 

creating faulty mutations until the virus population dies 

out. The treatment is only suitable for mild to moderate 

cases of Covid, and must be taken early in the course 

of the illness to be effective. 

The treatment will go by the commercial name 

Lagevrio, and clinical trial data shows that it reduces 

the risk of hospitalisation or death from Covid by 50%. 

"I think getting an oral pill that can inhibit viral 

replication — that can inhibit this virus — is going to 

be a real game changer," former FDA Commissioner 

Scott Gottlieb said of the results last month. 

Merck has shared the licence to the drug with eight 

Indian generic drugmakers — Aurobindo Pharma, 

Cipla, Dr. Reddy's Labs, Emcure Pharmaceuticals, 

Hetero Labs, Sun Pharmaceuticals, and Torrent 

Pharmaceuticals — as well as shared the patent to it 

with a UN-backed non-profit, Medicines Patent Pool, 

that sub-licences to other manufacturers. 
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* Weekly jobless claims fall to fresh pandemic-era 

low 

The number of Americans applying for unemployment 

benefits fell by 14,000 to 269,000 last week, marking 

another low since the start of the coronavirus 

pandemic. Weekly new jobless claims have fallen 

steadily since January, when the figure was above 

900,000. A total of 2.1 million people in the United 

States were collecting jobless benefits last week, down 

from 7.1 million a year earlier. The improving 

employment numbers, now approaching pre-pandemic 

levels of about 220,000 per week, added to signs that 

the economy was recovering from the damage of 

widespread business shutdowns that started in March 

2020 and resulted in cuts of more than 22 million jobs. 

"Claims are headed in the right direction, showing the 

labor market recovery continues, albeit slowly," 

Contingent Macro Research economists wrote 

Thursday.  

 

*A gene could be increasing Covid risk in South 

Asians 

 
A gene commonly found in people of South Asian 

descent doubles the risk of lung failure and death from 

Covid, new research by scientists from the University 

of Oxford says. 

The high-risk gene, called LZTFL1, derails a defensive 

mechanism the cells lining the lungs deploy to defend 

themselves from the coronavirus. 

It is found in about 60% of people of South Asian 

descent, 15% of people of European descent and 2% of 

those of African descent. 

The researchers analysed nearly 200,000 genomes 

using artificial intelligence and new molecular 

technology to pinpoint the exact gene. 

The findings were published in the journal The Nature 

Genetics. 

It means: 

The results may explain why people of South Asian 

background were at higher risk from Covid in the UK 

even when considering socio-economic factors. 

According to British data, those of Indian, Bangladeshi 

and Pakistani backgrounds still had a 50% increase in 

risk from Covid once socio-economic factors were 

accounted for. 

They say: "Although we cannot change our genetics, 

our results show that the people with the higher risk 

gene are likely to particularly benefit from 

vaccination," lead researcher Prof James Davies tells. 

But... The finding needs to be confirmed by studying 

genetic data from Covid patients from different ethnic 

backgrounds. The genome database the researchers 

relied on was not diverse enough, with nearly 85% of it 

from those of European descent. 

 

* Covaxin gets WHO approval, finally 

 
The World Health Organisation Wednesday granted 

Bharat Biotech's Covaxin an emergency use listing, 

giving the indigenously developed Covid vaccine 

international recognition that would ease the 

restrictions on Indian travellers who received the shot 

and also pave the way for the company to export the 

doses. 

The Technical Advisory Group that advises the WHO 

recommended that the inactivated virus vaccine meets 

the required standards to be administered in adults over 

the age of 18, the WHO said. 

The WHO said the available data on vaccination of 

pregnant women with Covaxin was insufficient to 

assess vaccine safety or efficacy in pregnancy. 

Covaxin is the seventh Covid vaccine to be approved 

by WHO, after the mRNA shots of Pfizer/BioNTech 
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and Moderna, adenovirus vector vaccines developed by 

AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson, and the 

inactivated vaccines from China's Sinovac Biotech and 

Sinopharm. SII-made Covishield is the same as the 

AstraZeneca vaccine.  

In the absence of approval, Indians who have received 

both the shots of Covaxin had to quarantine upon 

arrival in several countries just like the unvaccinated, 

and Indian students at foreign universities had to take 

additional shots of Pfizer or Moderna to be able to 

attend in-person classes. 

The WHO approval would now remove these barriers. 

India has administered over 120 million doses of 

Covaxin thus far. 

The listing would also strengthen Bharat Biotech's 

plans to export the vaccine. The company's first export 

deal was cancelled by Brazil over allegations of 

improprieties and kickbacks to authorities by a partner 

firm. 

Also: PM Narendra Modi backed the door-to-door 

administration of Covid vaccines in a review meeting 

with district officials. Several states, including 

Maharashtra, have been asking the Centre to allow 

door-door vaccination, especially for those bedridden 

or unable to visit a center. 

India's drug regulator extended Covaxin's 

recommended shelf life to 12 months from the 

manufacturing date. The existing shelf life is nine 

months. 

 

* More cases of Zika confirmed in UP's Kanpur 

 
25 people, including six Indian Air Force personnel, 

tested positive for Zika virus in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, 

authorities said on Wednesday, taking the total number 

of infected persons in the district to 36. 

The state recorded its first case of Zika virus on 

October 24, in an IAF personnel in Kanpur. The 

authorities have since sent blood samples of over 500 

people from the district, and 25 of those have returned 

positive. A high alert has also been issued in areas 

around the IAF hangar in Kanpur. 

Zika virus is a flavivirus transmitted through mosquito 

(Aedes mosquitoes) bites and was first identified in 

Uganda in 1947 in monkeys. 

The majority of people infected with the Zika virus do 

not develop symptoms, but the Zika infection during 

pregnancy can cause miscarriage or can cause infants 

to be born with microcephaly and other congenital 

malformations. There is no vaccine or drug available 

against Zika virus at present. 

Preventing breeding grounds for mosquitoes, such as 

stagnant water is the best preventive measure against 

Zika. Utmost care must be taken to avoid being bitten 

by mosquitoes in the morning and early evening when 

the particular mosquito is active.  

Also: Dengue cases are also on the rise in India. The 

union health ministry has sent high-level teams to nine 

states and union territories — Haryana, Kerala, Punjab, 

Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 

Delhi and Jammu & Kashmir — reporting a high 

number of dengue cases to assist them. 

 

* US approves vaccine for children between 5-11 yrs. 

In a major boost to vaccination efforts for children, the 

US Center for Disease Control and Prevention (US 

CDC) has given the go-ahead for administering the 

Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine to children 

between the ages of 5 to 11 years, following a 

unanimous recommendation by the agency's Advisory 

Committee on Immunization Practices. The US Food 

and Drug Administration (US FDA) had granted 

emergency use authorization (EUA) to the vaccine last 

week on Friday. The US CDC decision could see 

similar approvals being granted in other countries 

where the vaccine is available. 

The dose amount given to this age group will be 10-

microgrammes, which is one third the dose amount of 

30-microgrammes administered to those who are 12 

years or older. 

There are 28 million children in the US who are 

eligible for this shot. clinical trials of its vaccine in 

children between 5-11 years showed the vaccine was 

well tolerated, with an efficacy of 90.7%. 
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COVID19: Weekly Update. 

# The numbers below are from 

Saturday 11-06-2021 * 12pm US East coast Time... 

Compiled Periodically By: 

Kaushik Amin. 
201-936-4927/Kaushikamin@hotmail.com 

South Asian Media Network Inc., USA. 
There are likely false data & variations in data most of the time, so, 

Please use the data wisely. Details are compiled from various sources. 
Marked "*" are not reliable data. 

_______________________________________________
World: 
250,109,279. Cases. /5,057,784. Deaths. 
________________________________ 

Recovered till today: 
226,398,389. 

================================ 

01. U.S. A.: 
47,287,033. Cases. /774,726. Deaths. 

02. India** (???) 
34,344,409. Cases. / 460,270. Deaths.    

03. Brazil:  

21,862,458. Cases. /609,112. Deaths. 
_____________________________________ 

04. UK:  

9,272,066. Cases. /141,743. Deaths. 

_________________________________ 

26. Canada. 

1,727,686. Cases. /29,132. Deaths. 

============================= 
00 (India): Gujarat* :(???) 

826,716. (???) Cases. /10,090. (???) Deaths. 

================================ 

USA States:  
01. California: 

4,836,074. Cases./ 72,707. Deaths 

___________________________________ 

02. Texas*: 
4,257,155. Cases. /72,225. Deaths. 

___________________________________ 

03. Florida: 
3,704,746. Cases / 60,197. Deaths. 

_____________________________________ 

04. New York:* 
2,664,185. Cases / 57,223. Deaths. 

____________________________________ 

05. Illinois:  

1,712,986. Cases. / 28,832. Deaths. 

__________________________________________ 

06. Georgia: 

1,641,036. Cases. / 29,483. Deaths.  

__________________________________________ 

07: Pennsylvania: 

1,690,139. Cases / 31,898. Deaths.  

___________________________________________ 
08. Ohio  
1,565,043. Cases / 25,067. Deaths. 

____________________________________ 

12. New Jersey*: 
1,205,140. Cases. / 28,062. Deaths. 

 

18. Massachusetts:  

861,480. Cases. / 19,087. Deaths. 

_________________________________________ 
34. Connecticut:  
404,969. Cases /8,776. Deaths. 
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Covid19: dos and don’ts. 

*More than 4  Covid19 vaccines are  available now 

nationwide in the US. Find out how to get yours. 

* The third booster dose  (for Pfizer and Moderna, 

and also a second booster for Jhonsons’.) are 

available now. 

*More serious Delta and Delta Plus (Indian), 

Lambda, now Kappa, Mue and now a Japanies  

verients are around & can create an another 

pendamic, so be careful & follow religeously the 

Guidelines given by the Medical Authorities of your 

country. 

* Finally Vaccine is available all time in the US; India 

and many parts of world, many of us got both the 

doses, or single dose in case of Jhonson & Jhonson‘s 

vaccine. Yet post vaccination results/effects are not 

known to the research/medico community fully. We 

are still in a Pandemic Period, of Phase 2 and 3, also 

possible invasion of new 4 or more strains of UK, 

Brazil, South Africa, and now India Coronavirus. 

* Entering the new wave of  Delta and Delta Plus and 

three other virus varients, the number of cases are still 

on a higher side, yet to achive the flat curve,  world 

over most of us are just ignoring the pandemic do‘s 

&  don‘ts,  particularly when we are with festivity 

mode in Summer days of 2021, so please take 

Extreme Care, Stay Safe & Stay Home. Yet not an 

easy time for every one! * Corona is still around, & 

may remain lifelong! It‘s not as simple as viral flu. It‘s 

as dangerous as like a contest of survival of the fittest. 

* Vaccine third does is available now, first to the 

frontline medico fraternity, patients in need, & nursing 

home/long term care facilities residents on a priority, 

so be careful & protect yourself & your loved ones for 

good. Mask, frequent hand wash with soap & social 

distancing only is the option for now 

* Now Mask is not needed in most of the USA, if 

you are vaccinated. But it is advised one must use 

Mask, even if you have taken Covid shots, Vaccine is 

just protection, it’s not a cure! Also wear Gloves, 

Sunglasses & the most important: keep safe distance, 

keep washing your hands frequently with soap or use 

reliable sanitizer either one at least for 30 seconds. 

* In India nasal steam (Naas) is recommended by 

the Government authorities, Ayurvedic practitioners, 

& also is a traditional remedy, but the US CDC and 

other Western Health Authorities doesn’t 

recommend it due to a probable risk to the brain.   

* If you can, use Mouth Rinse, twice a day, will help 

to boost your oral health.  

* If you have young kids/minors attending the school 

or college, it’s advised to put on the mask for 

everyone inside the home.  

* We are passing through a tough time of Life & 

Death. Follow Social Distancing, but stay in for Social 

Contacts. If you know any one suffering with Corona, 

your nearer or dearer, call and talk to them frequently, 

we don‘t know whether they will return safely with 

us. Call other relatives/friends,  at least ten persons a 

week. We are social & want to take care of those who 

are cut off due to Corona self-imposed lockdowns. 

Also keep busy yourself & family members with 

plenty of daily activities like yog, exercise & Stay 

Physically Fit, Pursue Your Hobby, Get Adequate, at 

least 6 to 8 hrs.  of Sleep, & Eat Healthy Balance Diet.

* Yet it’s a long march to finish, no one knows when we will...!!!!! 

Take care, & Stay Safe. 
 


