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US coronavirus: 'This is starting to look really 

ominous in the South,' expert says, as US is 

among nations with highest rate of new cases. 
By Aya Elamroussi, CNN. 

The US remains among nations with the highest rate of 

new Covid-19 cases, driven mostly by a surge in the 

South, where many states are lagging in getting people 

vaccinated against the coronavirus. 

"This is starting to look really ominous in the South. ... 

If you look at rates of transmission in Florida and 

Louisiana, they're actually probably the highest in the 

world," Dr. Peter Hotez, the dean of the National 

School of Tropical Medicine at Baylor College of 

Medicine, told CNN's Anderson Cooper. 

Infection rates began to plummet in the US in the 

spring as vaccines became widely available, while the 

seven-day moving average of daily confirmed cases 

climbed in other nations, including India and Brazil, 

according to data from Johns Hopkins University. 

In the month of August, the US has so far reported 

more than 1.5 million new cases of Covid-19, more 

than three times the numbers for Iran and India -- 

which now hold second and third place, JHU data 

shows. And the seven-day average has topped more 

than 135,000 cases, well ahead of other nations.  

On a state-by-state comparison, Louisiana has the 

highest rate of new cases per capita, followed by 

Florida. "That's how badly things have gotten out of 

hand. There is a screaming level of transmission across 

the southern states right now. And now we're starting 

to see this happening among younger age groups," 

Hotez said. 

Florida on Friday broke its own record high in Covid-

19 cases over the past week, reporting 151,415 new 

cases -- the most infections recorded during a seven-

day period since the pandemic upended lives across the 

globe. The surge has been fueled by the more 

contagious coronavirus Delta variant, overwhelming 

hospitals across the country. 

New hospital admissions for Covid-19 among adults 

ages 30 to 39 have reached a record rate. 

The data show the rate of new hospitalizations reached 

2.52 per 100,000 people on Wednesday among adults 

in their 30s. 

Just a month earlier, on July 11, the rate of new 

hospital admissions of patients with Covid-19 in that 

age group was 0.64 per 100,000 people, according to 

the data.  

In Louisiana, Gov. John Bel Edwards said 

hospitalizations hit a pandemic record high of at least 

2,907 patients, up by six people from a day earlier.  

"They're not just the highest that they've ever been. 

They're almost a third higher than at any other point in 

this pandemic. Our hospitals are struggling. Staff 

remains the limiting factor on capacity. Our staff at our 

hospitals, nurses and doctors and respiratory therapists 

and physician's assistants, you name it, they're maxed 

out," the governor said. Edwards said state hospital 

leaders are worried about the surges. 

"I will tell you that I've never heard them express more 

concern, more alarm, or anxiety than they did this 

week, because we are rapidly approaching the breaking 

point," Edwards added. 

And in Alabama, there is an alarming uptick of infants 

as well as teenagers hospitalized with Covid-19, 

according to Dr. David Kimberlin, the director of the 

Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases at the 

University of Alabama in Birmingham.  

"We're seeing a lot of children who are very, very sick 

admitted to our hospital. We have almost twice as 

many right now as we did at the previous worst part of 

this pandemic, which was probably in January," 

Kimberlin told CNN's Erin Burnett. 

"These children are coming in fighting for breath, 

fighting for the ability to basically get through this 

devastating illness, many of them are on ventilators, 

maybe a quarter or so on ventilators or heart-lung 

bypass machines," he said. 

He added that as children return to classrooms, "it's 

critically important that everyone in schools masks, 

whether you're vaccinated or not." 

"I think the most efficient way to do that is to have a 

mandate, to have a requirement ... that everybody 

needs to do so. And it saddens me that we seem to be 

fighting about the way we go about doing it. We all 

ought to -- and I want to believe that we do -- have our 

own children's best interest at heart. We got to do this 

for them." 

State and local officials spar over mask and vaccine 

mandates. 

But masking children in schools has become 

increasingly polarizing, especially in states where 
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vaccination rates are lagging and Covid-19 infections 

as well as hospitalizations continue to increase. 

President Joe Biden spoke with school superintendents 

from Arizona and Florida on Friday to thank them for 

keeping their students safe despite "bad public health 

measures" taken by governors, according to a White 

House official.  

Republican Govs. Ron DeSantis of Florida and Greg 

Abbott of Texas have issued executive orders that ban 

mask mandates in their states. DeSantis, however, went 

a step further and threatened to withhold the salaries of 

superintendents and school board members who 

disregard his order. On Friday, White House press 

secretary Jen Psaki criticized DeSantis. 

"As a parent myself of two young children... I want 

public health officials to make decisions about how to 

keep my kids safe, not politicians," Psaki said at a 

press briefing.  

"Not only is Governor DeSantis not abiding by public 

health decisions, he's fundraising off of this."  

The Texas Court of Appeals on Friday ruled against 

Abbott, upholding that mask mandates may remain in 

Bexar and Dallas counties. Abbott had requested the 

appeals court to stay rulings from two lower courts that 

decided mask mandates in those counties can be 

effective, despite the governor's executive order 

banning mask mandates. 

And in Hays County, Texas, which includes part of 

Austin, an executive order Saturday from Hays County 

Judge Ruben Becerra will require that students, staff 

and visitors wear masks in county schools.  

Becerra said the order was "intended to slow down 

community spread of the COVID-19 virus and free up 

hospital space." 

In Arizona, education groups are suing the state for 

banning public schools from imposing mask and 

vaccine mandates.  

The Arizona School Boards Association, the Arizona 

Education Association and other advocacy groups filed 

the lawsuit Thursday, arguing that the new laws favor 

private schools over public districts because they don't 

apply to private schools.  

"Students in Arizona's public and charter schools will 

be less safe in their educational environment than 

students in private schools," the lawsuit states. 

The lawsuit seeks to overturn the bans on mandates. 

Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey and Attorney General Mark 

Brnovich did not respond to requests for comment.  

"This legislative session was unprecedented. The 

legislature enacted substantive laws in budget 

reconciliation bills without notice to the public and on 

subjects that are completely unrelated to one another," 

plaintiffs' attorney Roopali H. Desai said in a written 

statement provided to CNN.  

3rd dose for immunocompromised is not a "booster" 

shot, expert says. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration on 

Thursday authorized an additional third dose to be 

administered to people with compromised immune 

systems. 

And on Friday, vaccine advisers to the CDC voted 

unanimously to recommend the additional dose for 

some immunocompromised people. CDC Director 

Rochelle Walensky quickly endorsed the vote, which 

means people can begin getting third doses right away.  

On Friday, Michael Osterholm, the director of the 

Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy at 

the University of Minnesota, said it's important not to 

confuse that third dose with a "booster" shot. 

"These are really about finishing a primary series. 

Think about childhood immunizations. We have 

vaccines for which we need three or four doses. What 

we found here is that the immune-compromised often 

didn't mount an adequate response at all. So we're still 

trying to build that. That is different than a booster 

dose where someone did respond and in fact over time 

that wanes," Osterholm told CNN. "I think it was a 

great decision."  

At a meeting of CDC vaccine advisers, Dr. Heather 

Scobie said a disproportionate number of vaccine 

breakthroughs are among immunocompromised 

people. Almost one-third -- 32% -- of vaccinated 

breakthrough cases are among that group, she said.  

While immune-compromised people make up about 

2.7% of the adult population -- about 7 million people -

- they're more vulnerable to infection, said Dr. Amanda 

Cohn, the executive secretary of the CDC's Advisory 

Committee on Immunization Practices. 

She said vaccine effectiveness is about 59% to 72% in 

immunocompromised people, compared to 90% to 

94% overall.  

"Immunocompromised people are more likely to get 

severely ill from Covid-19. They are at higher risk for 

prolonged SARS-CoV-2 infection and shedding and 

viral evolution during the infection and treatment, 

particularly amongst hospitalized patients," Cohn said. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Covid-19 vaccine boosters are now authorized for some. 

Here's what you need to know. 

By Jacqueline Howard, CNN. 

Vaccine makers are preparing for a next possible phase of the Covid-19 vaccine rollout: booster doses. 
The US Food and Drug Administration on Thursday 

authorized third doses of both the Pfizer/BioNTech or 

Moderna coronavirus vaccines for certain 

immunocompromised people: solid organ transplant 

recipients or "those who are diagnosed with conditions 

that are considered to have an equivalent level of 

immunocompromise." 

 
A healthcare worker fills a syringe with Pfizer Covid-19 vaccine 

at a community vaccination event in a predominately Latino 

neighborhood in Los Angeles, California 

The US CDC has signed off on the authorization and 

now recommends an additional dose of vaccine for 

these certain people. But these doses will be considered 

part of the initial vaccination series for people who 

have not mounted an adequate immune response. A 

booster dose is something different. It helps refresh a 

waning immune response, or helps the body fight an 

evolving pathogen. And many Americans who aren't 

now eligible for an additional shot are wondering when 

it will be their turn. 

What about boosters for everyone? 

Covid-19 vaccine boosters are not currently needed for 

the general US population, but the administration is 

checking the data daily and will be ready if that 

changes, US Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy said 

Thursday. "We're trying to understand if there's a 

decrease in protection that's manifesting as a 

significant increase in breakthrough infections, 

particularly breakthrough hospitalizations and deaths," 

Murthy told CNN's Erin Burnett. Murthy said the 

administration is looking at data from pharmaceutical 

companies, private health care systems and other 

countries, including the UK, Israel and Canada. 

"We look at that data very regularly, closely. When we 

see the threshold met, that's when we'll recommend 

boosters for additional people," Murthy said. "That's an 

if question. It's a when question, and the data is going 

to drive our decision on that."  

However, the Biden administration is expected to lay 

out a Covid-19 vaccine booster strategy for all 

vaccinated Americans in September -- with possible 

details on a phased rollout, starting with the most 

vulnerable. 

The US can look to Covid-19 vaccination in Israel for 

an idea of what may need to be considered a month or 

so in the future, Andy Slavitt, former White House 

Covid-19 adviser, said Thursday. Israel has authorized 

Covid-19 vaccine booster doses for adults older than 

50, becoming one of the first countries in the world to 

make such a move.  

 
A healthcare worker prepares COVID-19 vaccine doses at the 

Portland Veterans Affairs Medical Center on December 16, 2020 

in Portland, Oregon. The first rounds of Pfizer's vaccine were 

administered in Orego. 

"Israel began their vaccination process a little bit ahead 

of us, so I think in many respects, we've been looking 

to them -- and to a certain extent, the UK -- for what 

we can expect, as well as the people who participated 

in the original clinical trials of the vaccines in 2020," 

Slavitt told CNN's Anderson Cooper."Those three 

things together, generally speaking, give us a sense of 

what to predict for the future." 
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Currently three coronavirus vaccines are authorized for 

emergency use in the United States -- the two-dose 

Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine for people 12 and older, the 

two-dose Moderna vaccine and the single-dose 

Johnson & Johnson vaccines for everyone 18 and 

older. Some researchers and health officials suspect 

antibodies against coronavirus produced through the 

vaccines may diminish over time -- possibly after a 

year or more -- and may not protect as well against 

coronavirus variants that could emerge. 

In July, Israel's health ministry said in a statement that 

it had seen efficacy of Pfizer's vaccine drop from more 

than 90% to about 64% as the B.1.617.2 or Delta 

variant spread. That might mean a vaccinated person 

would need a booster dose of vaccine to stay protected 

against the original coronavirus strain and newly 

emerging variants -- including the Delta variant -- in a 

way similar to how a tetanus booster is recommended 

every 10 years or different flu vaccines are 

recommended each year. 

In the case of Covid-19 vaccines, it remains unknown 

for how long immune protection lasts, but vaccine 

developers and health officials know it may not be 

forever -- and that emerging variants could evade 

immunity.  

 
A syringe is filled with a first dose of the Pfizer Covid-19 vaccine 

at a mobile vaccination clinic during a back to school event 

offering school supplies, Covid-19 vaccinations, face masks, and 

other resources for children and their families at the Weingart 

East Los Angeles YMCA in Los Angeles, California 

"There is a little nuance with Covid-19 vaccines," Dr. 

William Moss, professor and executive director of the 

International Vaccine Access Center at Johns Hopkins 

Bloomberg School of Public Health, told CNN in May. 

While typical booster doses use the same vaccine 

formula someone previously received to remind the 

immune system about immunity to a pathogen, Moss 

said, any future boosters for the Covid-19 shot could 

use altered vaccine formulas. For instance, the 

companies Pfizer and BioNTech said in a statement 

that while a third dose of their coronavirus vaccine 

"has the potential to preserve the highest levels of 

protective efficacy against all currently tested variants 

including Delta, the companies are remaining vigilant 

and are developing an updated version of the Pfizer-

BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine that targets the full 

spike protein of the Delta variant." 

What happens if you skip the booster? 

Whether booster coronavirus vaccine doses are 

modified or not, missing a booster dose -- if one is 

recommended in the future -- could leave someone less 

protected against Covid-19.  

"A person who skipped a booster is placing themselves 

at higher risk of getting infected, and getting disease 

from the SARS-Coronavirus-2, but I would also expect 

that they're going to have some partial immunity and 

so they may be protected against more severe disease," 

Moss said in May. SARS-CoV-2 is the virus that 

causes Covid-19.  

"They're just at higher risk of infection and disease 

than someone who got the booster, but they have more 

immunity than someone who was never vaccinated."  

Scientists are also currently investigating whether it 

makes a difference if someone gets the same type of 

vaccine as a booster as the original dose administered. 

Then there is the question of mixing and matching 

doses.Researchers in the United Kingdom reported in 

May that people who got mixed doses of coronavirus 

vaccines -- receiving a different vaccine type as a 

second dose than the first dose -- appear to be more 

likely to experience mild side effects such as fever, 

chills, fatigue or headache. 

But the side effects following mix-and-match 

vaccinations were short-lived and there were no other 

safety concerns, the researchers reported in the Lancet 

medical journal. 

Who is making booster shots? 

All three companies that currently have authorized 

coronavirus vaccines in the United States -- Pfizer, 

Moderna and Johnson & Johnson -- are investigating 

the potential use of boosters. 

"The data that I see coming, they are supporting the 

notion that likely there will be a need for a booster 
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somewhere between eight and 12 months," Pfizer CEO 

Albert Bourla told Axios in May. "But that remains to 

be seen and I believe in one, two months we will have 

enough data to speak about it with much higher 

scientific certainty." 

The first dose of Pfizer's coronavirus vaccine in the 

United States was administered on December 14, 2020. 

Moderna is currently conducting booster shot trials too. 

The fight against the coronavirus pandemic is expected 

to continue through next year due to the emergence of 

variants, Dr. Stephen Hoge, president of Moderna, said 

during an earnings call in early May. 

"We think this is just the beginning," Hoge said. 

"Therefore, we're committed as a company to make as 

many updates to the vaccine, to add as many variants 

as we think are necessary, to ensure that when people 

receive a booster, it provides the broadest immune 

protection against the widest range of variants." 

Johnson & Johnson is also looking into the potential 

for boosters, the company told CNN in May. 

Johnson & Johnson's coronavirus vaccine, along with 

Pfizer's, Moderna's, and four others, are being tested as 

seasonal boosters in a study called Cov-Boost being 

conducted by the UK's National Institute for Health 

Research and the University of Southampton. 

The biotechnology company Novavax has developed a 

coronavirus vaccine that its chief executive officer 

Stanley Erck believes could be used as a booster shot 

for people who have already been vaccinated. The 

company plans to apply for emergency use 

authorization of its vaccine in the United States in the 

fourth quarter of 2021. 

Who has to OK the Covid-19 booster shots? 

The decision to broadly use Covid-19 boosters is 

expected to involve two agencies -- the FDA and the 

CDC -- and the regulatory process to get the shots into 

arms could vary depending on whether the booster is 

the same vaccine that was originally used or is a 

modified version. 

"So, if it's the same vaccine, my understanding is that 

what would have to happen is that the CDC would 

have to recommend an additional dose with details 

around when that should occur," Moss said in May. 

In other words, the FDA must give authorization for 

the vaccines to be used in new ways outside the 

existing authorization. Then, the CDC advises on 

whether to actually use the vaccine as authorized by 

the FDA.  

If it's a modified vaccine, "this is where things get 

interesting and I don't think we quite know," Moss 

said, but added that the regulatory process could be 

similar to what happens with flu vaccines each year. 

"Technically, whenever a vaccine like that is modified, 

it's often considered a new vaccine and has to go 

through the whole process again. But there is a 

precedent, obviously, with influenza virus vaccines, 

not to do that," Moss said. "So, the influenza vaccine 

each year doesn't have to go through a large Phase 3 

trial." That's because the vaccine technology stays the 

same, and the only change is the strain of flu virus that 

the vaccine targets. 

How is it determined that someone needs a booster? 

There is no definite way to know someone needs an 

additional dose of coronavirus vaccine -- but so far, 

studies on booster doses have measured antibody 

levels. Cancer patients who receive the Covid-19 

vaccine, for example, are less likely to develop 

protective antibodies, according to two studies 

published this week in the journal JAMA Oncology. 

Antibodies are proteins the body makes to fight 

infection. Yet the researchers noted that the test used to 

detect Covid-19 antibodies does not provide 

information about T-cell--based immunity or clinical 

outcomes related to potential Covid-19 infection. T-

cells and B-cells are other components of the immune 

system with immune memory that can protect the body 

against infection. In one of those studies, researchers in 

Israel followed up on initial findings showing anti-

spike Covid-19 antibody levels were significantly 

lower among cancer patients 5.5 weeks after the 

second dose of an mRNA Covid-19 vaccine, compared 

to non-cancer patients. 

The team looked at 95 cancer patients and 66 control 

patients from their initial analysis about four months 

after their second vaccine dose. About 87% of cancer 

patients and 100% of patients in the control group 

showed anti-spike antibodies, and antibody levels were 

still significantly lower in the cancer patients. The 

researchers noted that the median antibody level for 

both groups decreased over time. 



Coronavirus News Brief #29.  August 14, 2021 Page 7 
 

Separately, among organ transplant recipient patients 

in a Johns Hopkins University study who had no 

measurable antibodies after receiving two doses of 

vaccine, one-third of them saw a rise in antibodies after 

a third dose -- and among those with low antibody 

levels after two doses, all of them saw an increase after 

a third dose.  

Dr. Dorry Segev, an author of the study and founder of 

the Epidemiology Research Group in Organ 

Transplantation at Johns Hopkins University, told 

CNN in June that it's unclear what antibody level 

provides protective immunity. "We don't know if you 

need the same off-the-charts level of antibodies that 

people with normal immune systems have," he said.  

How often will you need a Covid-19 booster? 

Some experts predict that a coronavirus vaccine 

booster dose might be needed annually -- but despite 

such predictions, Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 

has said that the bottom line is no one knows yet. 

Still, the US is prepared for the possibility, Fauci said 

during a White House Covid-19 Response Team 

briefing in August. 

Fauci said he believes eventually everyone will need a 

booster to maintain full protection from the vaccine. 

"We are evaluating this on a day by day, week by 

week, month by month basis, looking at any of a 

number of studies, both international and domestic." he 

said. He added that if it looks like immunity is waning, 

or a variant is evading the protection offered by current 

vaccines, then health officials will be ready to 

recommend boosters. 

 Eventually, it's possible that a booster dose of Covid-

19 vaccine might just be part of the completion of 

immunization, not an annual requirement to 

revaccinate, Dr. Peter Marks, director of the FDA's 

Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research, said last 

week. "I don't think that we want to think that these 

vaccines have somehow failed us," Marks said at a 

discussion hosted by the Covid-19 Vaccine Education 

and Equity Project. "It may simply be that to get the 

kind of really good immunity against Covid-19 that we 

get with some other vaccines, it may take a series of 

three vaccinations, much the same way that hepatitis B 

for adults and multiple childhood vaccination primary 

series, you need to get a vaccination, you know, 0, 1; 

or 0, 2 and 4; or 0, 2 and 6 months." 
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US FDA authorizes third shot of COVID-19 vaccines for 

the immunocompromised amid Delta surge 

 
The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has 

authorized a third dose of COVID-19 vaccines by 

Pfizer and Moderna for people with compromised 

immune systems who are likely to have weaker 

protection from the two-dose regimens. 

The amended emergency use authorization paves the 

way for people who have had an organ transplant, or 

those with a similar level of weakened immune system, 

to get an extra dose of the same shot they initially 

received. 

Several other countries, including France and Israel, 

have similar recommendations. 

Mixing of mRNA vaccines is permitted for the third 

shot if their original vaccine is not available. 

Patients will not need a prescription or the signoff of a 

healthcare provider in order to prove they are 

immunocompromised and receive the additional dose, 

according to US Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) officials. 

"It will be a patient's attestation, and there will be no 

requirement for proof or prescription or a 

recommendation from an individual's healthcare 

provider," CDC official Amanda Cohn said, speaking 

before a CDC advisory panel, which voted to 

recommend the additional doses. 

There is growing concern about breakthrough 

infections in vulnerable populations in the United 

States as the country sees a huge spike in new 

infections from the contagious Delta variant of the 

coronavirus. 

The vulnerable group makes up less than 3 per cent of 

US adults, Rochelle Walensky, director of the CDC, 

said before the authorization. 

"After a thorough review of the available data, the 

FDA determined that this small, vulnerable group may 

benefit from a third dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech or 

Moderna vaccines," Janet Woodcock, the FDA's acting 

commissioner, wrote in a tweet. Ms Woodcock said 

that others who are fully vaccinated do not need an 

additional vaccine dose right now. 

The FDA's decision does not apply to people who 

received the one-dose Johnson & Johnson (J&J) 

vaccine, the CDC said, because there is not enough 

data to support additional doses yet. 

The FDA and the CDC are working to ensure that 

immunocompromised recipients of the J&J vaccine 

have optimal protection, the CDC said. 

David Boulware, an infectious disease doctor at the 

University of Minnesota, backed the FDA decision, 

noting that most of the fully vaccinated patients he has 

seen in the hospital are immunocompromised. 

Dr Boulware said the plan to let patients attest to their 

own status may lead to more people receiving the shots 

than intended. 
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America just might need another COVID rescue 
Another surge of the pandemic means more economic disruption around the world 

RYAN COOPER 

The coronavirus pandemic is back in the United States, 

but it is hitting seriously for the first time in many 

other countries — particularly countries in eastern Asia 

that are central to the global economy. 

It means there is a decent chance that the United States 

economy is going to stall out or even nosedive in the 

coming weeks. Democrats should be ready with 

another rescue package to tide the American people 

over, in case that does happen.  

Let's take stock of the U.S. first. As is now front-page 

news once again, the pandemic is burning across 

almost the whole country and absolutely out of control 

across the South. In Florida and Louisiana, 

hospitalizations have surged past their worst point of 

the winter wave, and are nearly to the same point 

across much of the South. Mississippi's hospital system 

is reportedly on the verge of collapse. 

All this will almost certainly put a dent in consumer 

spending. During the low point of the pandemic in 

June and July, spending on goods and services was 

returning to something like normal levels. People were 

flying, going to restaurants and hair salons, and 

resuming other in-person activities. Meanwhile, 

previous studies showed that during the pandemic 

surges last year, most people cut back their spending 

before state and local governments introduced any 

control measures — so even if Republican-controlled 

states do nothing policy-wise to stop the deluge of 

illness and death, a sizable portion of their population’s 

likely still will. 

It's likely then that consumer spending on in-person 

activities will fall back somewhat over the coming 

weeks. Though official government data will not be 

published until next month, there are some initial signs 

that this has already started — a recent survey 

conducted by a private analysis firm found that 

consumers are getting more anxious about entering 

stores, and Southwest Airlines reported Wednesday 

that ticket sales are slowing and customers are starting 

to cancel flights. 

This slowdown can only be exacerbated by the tragic 

situation in eastern Asia. Up until a month or so ago, 

much of this region had evaded the pandemic almost 

entirely with careful control policies. Yet even the 

richer nations in the region have been relatively slow to 

vaccinate their populations. It's unclear why exactly, 

though certainly Europe and the United States hoarding 

so much vaccine did not help (particularly in the case 

of poorer countries without lots of spare cash), and the 

international vaccine distribution program is 

unsurprisingly a chaotic mess. 

Now, the tardy vaccination campaigns and extreme 

contagiousness of the Delta variant seems to be 

seriously straining the test-trace-isolate systems in 

many countries with little previous exposure to the 

virus. Vietnam, South Korea, Taiwan, China and 

Australia have been scrambling to clamp down on 

spread to give themselves time to deliver more 

inoculations. New pandemic control measures, 

including a full-scale lockdown in Australia, are being 

introduced in many places. 

It's entirely understandable, particularly in countries 

that only recently got some vaccines. If Delta gets 

loose in places like Vietnam and Australia that are 

badly behind on shots, then there will be unimaginable 

carnage — but if they can hold tight for just another 

month or so, then almost everyone will be saved, and 

the controls can be relaxed without too much fear. 

However, that means that new supply chain headaches 

and bottlenecks are inevitable. Australia supplies all 

kinds of key raw materials (including lithium and iron 

ore), Taiwan has the largest semiconductor factory in 



Coronavirus News Brief #29.  August 14, 2021 Page 10 
 

the world, Vietnam makes all kinds of electronics, and 

China of course is the workshop of the world. It will be 

hard to operate factories and ships in the face of severe 

pandemic controls — and sure enough, snarls are 

already cropping up on top of the numerous prior 

headaches that had not yet been sorted out. 

Summing up: on the one hand, there will likely be 

some job loss or at least a slowdown in the momentum 

of new job creation over the next few months — and 

the U.S. is still far short of full employment. On the 

other, the global supply system is going to hit a bumpy 

patch. 

Now, there is a lot more the government could be 

doing now to curb the pandemic. If I were king of 

America, I would reintroduce stringent pandemic 

controls in the regions that are worst-hit by the virus, 

and set up strict vaccination requirements to put this 

pandemic to bed once and for all. 

But at the least the government can make sure that as 

many Americans as possible have enough money to get 

by. America's pandemic response was a dismal failure 

in terms of controlling the virus, but its economic 

rescue measures were some of the best policies this 

country has ever passed. I would recommend the same 

basic structure as happened earlier in the pandemic: 

extending super-unemployment for another six months 

(and this time making it mandatory for all states), 

another round of survival checks (call it $600), and 

another dollop of small business grants. Congress 

might as well fix the rental assistance program while 

they're at it. 

 

Democrats control all three branches of government 

now, and they can make this happen. It may not be 

necessary, but they would be fools to not start 

preparing now just in case. 

Why some people need a third dose more than others 
The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has 

approved booster shots of Covid-19 vaccine for people 

whose immunity has been compromised such as those 

suffering from diseases like cancer or AIDS and even 

those who are recipients of organ transplants as they 

are administered immunosuppressants so that their 

body doesn't reject the transplanted organ. 

According to the FDA, this will allow "doctors to boost 

immunity in certain immunocompromised individuals 

who need extra protection from Covid-19." To be sure, 

the US FDA is not the final authority — before any 

booster shots can be given, the approval of the US 

Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is 

needed, which is based on the recommendation of the 

CDC's vaccine advisory committee that is meeting 

today. 

In a separate study conducted in Canada on 120 

recipients of an organ transplant, none of whom had 

ever been infected with Covid-19, researchers found 

that 55% of those who received a booster had antibody 

levels of 100U/ml compared to just 18% of those who 

did not receive a booster dose. 

Studies also indicate that people with weakened 

immune systems can not only be at risk themselves 

against Covid-19 but also be a risk to others as 

immune-compromised individuals become hosts for 

mutations of SARS-CoV-2 due to prolonged infection. 

Public health experts therefore say that giving a 

booster dose to people with compromised immunity 

will not help prevent severe illness and hospitalization 

but also emergence of new variants. 

Pointing out that the Canadian study "demonstrated 

how a third dose may offer additional protection to 

immune-compromised patients," virologist and 

professor at CMC Vellore, Dr Gagandeep Kang 

however said that as per current evidence, "the general 

population may not require a third dose." 

Strengthening the case for booster doses for immune-

compromised individuals, studies have shown that such 

people also take longer to recover from Covid-19 — as 

against two to three weeks for healthy individuals, it 

takes two to three months for people with weak 

immunity to recover from Covid-19. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Editor’s note:  Please use your common sense to donate to the right organization. If possible, give 

priority to your own family, neighbors and your village/Town or area healthcare systems directly. There 

are fraudulent organizations be aware of them. Verify the need and response to those priorities. Get 

some advice from your Doctors or helping organizations. Many time Cash Donations are more effective 

than kind. I would recommend donating to Red Cross of India, UNICEF, Oxfam India, and Care India. In my 

personal opinion, do not send any contributions to India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s PM Care Fund 

as its not transparent and has no accountability.  

                                                                                                                                                        -Kaushik Amin.) 
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Coronavirus: News from around the World: 

 * Booster shots for the young and healthy 

Scientists are still divided over the broad use of 

COVID-19 vaccine boosters among those without 

underlying problems as benefits of the boosters remain 

undetermined. 

Pfizer has previously said the efficacy of the vaccine it 

developed with partner BioNTech drops over time. 

Moderna has also said it sees the eventual need for 

booster doses, especially since the Delta variant has 

caused "breakthrough" infections in fully vaccinated 

people.  

Reports of infections among vaccinated people and 

concerns about diminishing protection have galvanized 

wealthy nations to distribute booster shots, even as 

many countries struggle to access first vaccine doses. 

The World Health Organization last week called for a 

moratorium on COVID-19 vaccine booster shots until 

at least the end of September. 

Still, Americans have already started getting additional 

shots, even before the FDA has authorized them.  

According to the CDC, more than 1.2 million people 

have already received one or more additional doses of 

a COVID-19 vaccine already. 

CDC officials also presented a set of guidelines to its 

advisory panel on Friday that it plans to use to help 

make its decision about whether Americans need 

further COVID-19 doses more broadly. 

The CDC plans to hold another meeting of its Advisory 

Committee on Immunization Practices in the next 

several weeks where booster shots will again be 

discussed. 

*  Herd immunity 'not a possibility' with Delta variant.

 
Herd immunity is "not a possibility" with the current 

spread of the Delta variant due to it still infecting 

vaccinated individuals, says Andrew Pollard, the head 

of the Oxford Vaccine Group. 

Pollard, who was involved in the development of the 

Oxford-AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine, added that, 

unlike measles — where 95% vaccination of the 

population would stop transmission — the same 

couldn't be said for coronavirus spread by the Delta 

variants. 

"That does mean anyone still unvaccinated at some 

point will meet the virus," he warned. Pollard said that 

vaccines may slow the process of transmission, with 

data indicating that people who are vaccinated and test 

positive seem to be shedding the virus for a slightly 

shorter period of time. However, given the circulation 

of the highly transmissible Delta variant vaccination 

wouldn't stop spread altogether. 

"We are in a situation with this current variant where 

herd immunity is not a possibility because it still 

infects vaccinated individuals," he said. "I suspect that 

what the virus will throw up next is a variant which is 

perhaps even better at transmitting in vaccinated 

populations. So that's an even more of a reason not to 

be making a vaccine program around herd immunity." 

Pollard explained that one of the strongest arguments 

for vaccinating children is to protect adults. However, 

he said that vaccinating children wouldn't completely 

stop transmission and that there was an urgent need to 

ensure adults are vaccinated the world over. 

*  India could fall short of vaccination target

India could fall short of the target of vaccinating all 

adults by the end of this year if no new vaccines are 

added to the national basket. 

 The Union government had said it will procure 1.3 

billion doses of vaccine between August and December 

this year but that is increasingly looking unlikely. 

"The government says that there are five vaccines in 

the basket but there is no clarity yet on the availability 

of vaccines like Moderna and J&J," a public health 

expert told. 

Malini Aisola, co-convenor All India Drugs Action 

Network, adds the supply of Indian vaccines are also 

behind schedule: "Government has continuously been 

sharing inflated and misleading projections for 

Covaxin production. The problem is a self-created one 

due to putting in place a monopoly of Bharat Biotech 

for this vaccine that precluded multiple private and 

public units producing the vaccine independently 

which would have boosted supply to government." 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/india-needs-new-vax-launches-to-meet-targets/articleshow/85259297.cms?from=mdr&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=covid_bytes_daily_newsletter
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While the Serum Institute of India is on track to meet 

the official projected supply of 500 million Covishield 

doses between August and December, Bharat Biotech 

is falling behind the production estimate of 400 million 

doses of Covaxin during the period. 

The supply of Sputnik V too is moderate, despite 

Russia's sovereign fund RDIF having tied up with 

several Indian companies for local production. The 

Indian firms are reportedly facing manufacturing issues 

with producing the second component (AD5) of the 

adenovirus vector-based vaccine. 

India recently approved the launch of Johnson & 

Johnson's single-dose vaccine but there is no clarity on 

the number of doses that would be available this year. 

* New Zealand Thrown Into National Lockdown Over 1 

Assumed Delta Case. 

 
 

(L–R) Director-General of Health Dr Ashley Bloomfield, 

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, and Minister of Finance 

Grant Robertson arrive at a press conference at 

Parliament in Wellington, New Zealand.  

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern put the 

country under national lockdown after authorities 

detected a single case of the CCP virus, likely the Delta 

variant, in the city of Auckland.  

The entire nation will go into “alert level 4” for at least 

three days, starting from 11:59 p.m. on Aug. 17, the 

ministry of health announced. The regions of 

Auckland, the country’s largest city, and Coromandel 

will be under strict rules for seven days. 

“The best thing we can do to get out of this as quickly 

as we can is to go hard,” Ardern told reporters at a 

press briefing. “We have made the decision on the 

basis that it is better to start high and go down levels 

rather than to go low, not contain the virus, and see it 

move quickly.” 

Under level four, the highest level of lockdown in the 

country, everyone is required to stay at home and are 

only allowed to make physical contact with those in 

their household bubble. Businesses and schools will be 

closed and only essential services will be operational. 

The Oceanian island nation has not been in a level 4 

lockdown in more than a year. 

Health officials said in a statement that they were 

assuming the 58-year-old man from Auckland, who 

has not been identified, contracted the Delta variant of 

the CCP (Chinese Communist Party) virus, although 

genome sequencing had yet to be completed. 

The patient became symptomatic on Aug. 14 and had 

likely been infectious since Aug. 12, officials said. His 

movements are currently under investigation, including 

several locations of interest in Auckland and the 

Coromandel, which will be under the highest level 

lockdown for seven days. 

“Both the case and his partner are currently self-

isolating at home and will be transferred to an 

Auckland quarantine facility,” according to health 

officials. “The man is not vaccinated but was actively 

attempting to book a vaccine,” they said, noting that 

the test results of the patient’s partner came back as 

negative. The Auckland Regional Public Health unit is 

interviewing the patient for contact-tracing purposes, 

and COVID-19 vaccinations are to be suspended for at 

least 48 hours. In response to the rise in alert levels, 

Minister of Finance Grant Robertson announced that 

officials will provide government support for 

businesses & workers affected by the new restrictions. 

“The Minister for Social Development and 

Employment Carmel Sepuloni and I have activated a 

number of business support measures to provide 

certainty to businesses and workers and ensure we get 

money out the door quickly to protect jobs and keep 

firms’ operating,” Robertson said in a statement. 

The last reported community case in New Zealand was 

in February. Its citizens have been living without 

restrictions although international borders have largely 

remained closed. Last week, Ardern announced that the 

border will remain shut for international travelers for 

the rest of the year, adding that she hopes for a 

cautious reopening in a phased manner starting after 

the New Year. On a global level, the island nation has 

amongst the lowest infection and death rates. Only 1 in 

1,675 citizens have had a confirmed case of COVID-

19, the disease caused by the CCP virus, according to 

an Aug. 12 government statement. 
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*Covid vax misinformation in US rises as Delta 

cases surge. 

 
The surge in Delta variant cases in the US has also 

fuelled misinformation regarding vaccines in social 

media, increasing vaccine hesitancy. 

According to Zignal Labs, which tracks mentions of 

phrases on social media and by news outlets, phrases 

prone to vaccine misinformation spiked in July as 

much as five times from June. 

These include: vaccines don’t work (up 437 per cent), 

contain microchips (up 156 per cent), people should 

rely on their “natural immunity” instead of getting 

vaccinated (up 111 per cent) and cause miscarriages 

(up 75 per cent). These claims dipped in May and June 

when Covid cases plummeted, but with infections 

soaring due to the Delta variant, the volume of 

misinformation is also surging, the report said. 

“These narratives are so embedded that people can 

keep on pushing these anti-vaccine stories with every 

new variant that’s going to come up,” Rachel E. 

Moran, a researcher at the University of Washington, 

was quoted as saying. 

“We’re seeing it with Delta, and we’re going to see it 

with whatever comes next,” she added.  

Further, the efforts by social media platforms to crack 

down on misinformation about the virus have also not 

succeeded. 

Facebook said that it removed confirmed violations of 

its coronavirus misinformation policy from comments, 

and that it had connected people with authoritative 

information about the virus. 

Meanwhile, Russian-aligned disinformation campaigns 

are also contributing to the spread of falsehoods, the 

NYT reported last week. The campaigns have spread 

fake information about side effects of the Covid 

vaccines developed by Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna, 

and even stated that the Biden administration will force 

people to get vaccinated. 

According to Moran, the coronavirus misinformation 

will not go away anytime soon. “Unfortunately it’s not 

spikes and troughs, but steady levels of 

misinformation,” she said.  

With “about 93 million people” not vaccinated against 

Covid-19 in the US, the claims may likely hamper 

efforts to increase inoculation rates, thus increasing the 

number of infections. 

The vast majority of people testing positive for the 

virus in recent weeks, and nearly all of those 

hospitalized from the coronavirus, were unvaccinated. 

Public health experts, as well as doctors and nurses 

treating the patients, say misinformation is leading to 

some of the vaccine hesitancy. 

*The US Education secretary urges DeSantis, 

Abbott to rescind mask mandate bans. 

Education Secretary Miguel Cardona on Friday sent 

letters urging Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) and 

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) to reverse their decisions 

to ban local mask mandates in schools as their states 

face an increase in COVID-19 infections. In the letter 

to DeSantis, whose office threatened to cut the salaries 

of local school officials who move forward with mask 

requirements, Cardona said his department "stands 

with" the "dedicated educators who are working to 

safely reopen schools and maintain safe in-person 

instruction." He added that the White House is 

prepared to offer federal relief dollars to Florida school 

districts stripped of state funding. Cardona also told 

Abbott that his executive order "may infringe upon" 

Texas school districts' "authority to adopt policies to 

protect students and educators as they develop their 

safe return to in-person instruction plans required by 

federal law." 

*Harvard study links COVID-19 infections, wildfire 

smoke. 

A new study conducted by researchers at Harvard 

University concluded that in some counties in 

California and Washington state that have been 

particularly hard hit by wildfires nearly 20 percent of 

COVID-19 infections were linked to elevated levels of 

wildfire smoke. The researchers also found that the 

elevated levels of fine particle pollution were linked to 

an even higher percentage of coronavirus-related 
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deaths. "Clearly, we see that, overall this is a very 

dangerous combination," Francesca Dominici, a 

professor of biostatistics at Harvard and one of the 

authors of the study said. Previous studies have also 

suggested that there's correlation between high 

coronavirus positivity rates and periods of high 

wildfire smoke, and the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention has warned that wildfire smoke can 

make people "more prone to lung infections," 

including COVID-19.  

*Australian state faces 'most concerning day' of 

pandemic. 

As the entire Australian state of New South Wales 

prepares to go into lockdown amid a rise in COVID-19 

infections, additional military personnel have been 

deployed to enforce tighter coronavirus restrictions in 

the greater Sydney area next week. Police have also 

increased fines for anyone who breaches stay-at-home 

orders or lies to contract-tracing officials by 4,000 

Australian dollars. Australia has been considered a 

success story throughout the pandemic, having mostly 

kept cases and deaths low over the last year and a half, 

but the Delta variant and a slow vaccine rollout have 

led to a new wave. New South Wales reported 466 new 

locally transmitted infections on Saturday, a 24-hour 

record. The state's Premier Gladys Berejiklian called it 

the "most concerning day" of the pandemic."  

*India: Indemnity issue still holding up foreign 

vaccines 

Negotiations over indemnity may delay availability of 

foreign vaccines, but India can cover its adult 

population by year-end just by using domestic supply, 

NK Arora, chairman of the Covid working group of the 

National Technical Advisory Group on Immunization 

told TOI. 

Foreign manufacturers — Moderna, Pfizer and 

Johnson & Johnson — want protection from legal 

action if their vaccines trigger side effects. However, 

India's negotiators are insisting there should be a 

clause. The ongoing talks may delay actual availability. 

Arora added the focus is on to make full use of 

domestic production and supply. "India has not been 

dependent on foreign vaccines so far," he said. "We 

will be able to vaccinate the whole adult population by 

the end of the year with domestic supply. A plan has 

been drawn out based on the existing vaccines." 

If foreign manufacturers are given indemnity, it will 

apply to domestic manufacturers too. On the domestic 

supply plan, Arora said there is a commitment of 1.35 

billion doses till December, which is enough for first-

dose coverage of all adults by year-end. 

"In the coming weeks, Zydus Cadila's ZyCov-D 

vaccine will hopefully be given emergency use 

authorisation. And over the next few months, two more 

shots should be available — Corbevax from Biological 

E and the mRNA shot from Gennova. The estimated 

number of doses to be available till December has not 

taken into account any imported vaccine dose." 

*Bharat Biotech gets nod for late-stage trials of 

nasal vaccine 

 
Bharat Biotech has received the nod from India's 

regulator to conduct late-stage trials (Phase 2-3) of its 

intranasal Covid-19 vaccine candidate. 

The intranasal vaccine, codenamed BBV154, uses a 

weakened chimpanzee adenovirus as the vector. The 

vaccine was developed by the Washington University 

School of Medicine in St Louis and was licensed to 

Bharat Biotech to conduct trials as well as make and 

distribute it in the country. 

The development of the vaccine was supported by the 

Department of Biotechnology and the state-owned 

Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council 

(BIRAC), the union ministry of science and technology 

said.Theoretically, an intranasal vaccine holds some 

advantages. They are easy to administer with no 

special training required and can be rapidly absorbed 

through the nasal mucosa. Also, since cells in mucosal 

tissue can make an antibody called IgA, an intranasal 

vaccine could prompt both IgA and IgG antibodies. 

Phase 1 trials of the vaccine showed it was well-

tolerated, the statement said. 
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COVID19: Weekly Update. 

# The numbers below are from 

Saturday 08-14-2021 * 12pm US East coast Time... 

Compiled Periodically By: 

Kaushik Amin,USA. 
201-936-4927/Kaushikamin@hotmail.com 

There are likely false data & variations in data most of the time, so,  

Please use the data wisely.  
Details are compiled from various sources. 

Marked "*" are not reliable data. 

_______________________________________________
World: 
207,525,601. Cases. / 4,367,135. Deaths. 
________________________________ 

Recovered till today: 
186,016,731. 

================================ 

01. U.S. A.: 
37,435,835. Cases. /637,439. Deaths. 

02. India**(???) 
32,191,954. Cases. / 431,253. Deaths.    

03. Brazil:  

20,350,142.  Cases. /568,833. Deaths. 
_____________________________________ 

06. UK:  

6,241,011. Cases. /130,894. Deaths. 

_________________________________ 

25. Canada. 

1,450,557. Cases. /26,700. Deaths. 

============================= 
00 (India): Gujarat* :(???) 

825,041.(???) Cases. /10,078. (???) Deaths. 

================================ 

USA States:  
01. California:4,124,808. Cases./ 64,733. 

Deaths 

___________________________________ 

02. Texas*: 
3,334,673. Cases. /54,485. Deaths. 

___________________________________ 

 

03. Florida: 
2,925,074. Cases / 40,584. Deaths. 

_____________________________________ 

04. New York:* 
2,267,397. Cases / 54,426. Deaths. 

____________________________________ 

05. Illinois:  

1,457,687. Cases. / 26,092. Deaths. 

__________________________________________ 

06. Pennsylvania: 

1,252,836. Cases. / 28,059. Deaths.  

__________________________________________ 

07: Georgia: 

1,252,615. Cases / 21,978. Deaths.  

___________________________________________ 
08. Ohio  
1,157,782 Cases / 20,614. Deaths. 

____________________________________ 

10. New Jersey*.: 
1,059,660. Cases. / 26,692. Deaths. 

      

15. Massachusetts:  

734,486. Cases. / 18,142. Deaths. 

_________________________________________ 
33. Connecticut:  
361,836. Cases /8,307. Deaths. 
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Covid19: dos and don’ts. 
*More than 4  Covid19 vaccines are  available now 

nationwide in the US. Find out how to get yours. 

Be prepared for a third booster dose(for Pfizer and 

Moderna, and may be a second booster for 

Jhonsons’.) More serious Delta and Delta Plus 

(Indian), Lambdaand now Kappa verients are 

around & can create an another pendamic, so be 

careful & follow religeously the Guidelines given by 

the Medical Authorities of your country. 

* Finally Vaccine is available all time in the US; India 

and many parts of world, many of us got both the 

doses, or single dose in case of Jhonson & Jhonson’s 

vaccine. Yet post vaccination results/effects are not 

known to the research/medico community fully. We 

are still in a Pandemic Period, of Phase 2 and 3, also 

possible invasion of new 4 or more strains of UK, 

Brazil, South Africa, and now India Coronavirus. 

* Entering the new wave of  Delta and Delta Plus and 

three other virus varients, the number of cases are still 

on a higher side, yet to achive the flat curve,  world 

over most of us are just ignoring the pandemic do’s 

&  don’ts,  particularly when we are with festivity 

mode in Summer days of 2021, so please take 

Extreme Care, Stay Safe & Stay Home. Yet not an 

easy time for every one! * Corona is still around, & 

may remain lifelong! It’s not as simple as viral flu. It’s 

as dangerous as like a contest of survival of the fittest. 

* Vaccine is available now, first to the frontline 

medico fraternity, patients in need, & nursing 

home/long term care facilities residents on a priority, 

so be careful & protect yourself & your loved ones for 

good. Mask, frequent hand wash with soap & social 

distancing only is the option for now 

* Now Mask is not needed in the USA, if you are 

vaccinated. But it is advised one must use Mask, even 

if you have taken Covid shots, Vaccine is just 

protection, it’s not a cure! Also wear Gloves, 

Sunglasses & the most important: keep safe distance, 

keep washing your hands frequently with soap or use 

reliable sanitizer either one at least for 30 seconds. 

* In India nasal steam (Naas) is recommended by 

the Government authorities, Ayurvedic practitioners, 

& also is a traditional remedy, but the US CDC and 

other Western Health Authorities doesn’t 

recommend it due to a probable risk to the brain.   

* If you can, use Mouth Rinse, twice a day, will help 

to boost your oral health.  

* If you have young kids/minors attending the school 

or college, it’s advised to put on the mask for 

everyone inside the home.  

* We are passing through a tough time of Life & 

Death. Follow Social Distancing, but stay in for Social 

Contacts. If you know any one suffering with Corona, 

your nearer or dearer, call and talk to them frequently, 

we don’t know whether they will return safely with 

us. Call other relatives/friends,  at least ten persons a 

week. We are social & want to take care of those who 

are cut off due to Corona self-imposed lockdowns. 

Also keep busy yourself & family members with 

plenty of daily activities like yog, exercise & Stay 

Physically Fit, Pursue Your Hobby, Get Adequate, at 

least 6 to 8 hrs.  of Sleep, & Eat Healthy Balance Diet.

* Yet it’s a long march to finish, no one knows when we will...!!!!! 

Take care, & Stay Safe. 

 


