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Coronavirus News Brief 

 
This transmission electron microscope image shows SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID19, isolated from a patient in the US. 

Virus particles are shown emerging from the surface of cells cultured in the lab. The spikes on the outer edge of the virus particles give 

viruses their name, crown-like. Image captured and colorized at NIAID's Rocky Mountain Laboratories (RML) in Hamilton, Montana. 
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 Biden to declare June 'national month of action' for COVID-19 vaccinations 
President Joe Biden will declare  June is a "national month of action" to mobilize an "all-of-America 

sprint" for more Americans to get vaccinated by July Fourth, to reach his goal of a return to a sense of 

pre-pandemic "freedom" by the iconic American summer holiday. (Report page:3.) 
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Tokyo Olympic volunteers are quitting ahead of the Games 
 

 
 

About 10,000 volunteers have pulled out of the 

Tokyo 2020 Olympics in recent weeks, 

organizers say, fuelling concerns that as Japan 

struggles with a new wave of Covid-19, it may 

not be ready to host the rescheduled Games due 

to start next month. 

Much of the country is still under an extended 

state of emergency as hospitals have been 

overwhelmed by the country's fourth wave. 

Japan has also been hampered by a slow vaccine 

rollout, and the vast majority of people are still 

unvaccinated. The head of Japan's medical 

Covid-19 prevention taskforce said Thursday 

that holding the Olympics this summer "is not 

normal under this pandemic situation," adding 

that it would have "some sort of impact" on 

infections in Japan. 

"The risk to the athletes will be low. However, 

managing journalists, sponsors, government 

officials and staff will not be so easy," Shigeru 

Omi, Japan's top Covid advisor, told lawmakers. 

Already postponed from last year at the cost of 

an extra $3.5 billion, a scaled-down version of 

the Games, with no foreign spectators, is set to 

start on July 23. And Seiko Hashimoto, the head 

of Japan's Olympics organizing committee has 

ruled out another suspension of the Games. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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June 'national month of action' for COVID-19 vaccinations 
The US President Joe Biden declared June a "national month of action" to mobilize even more Americans 

to get vaccinated by July 4th, in order to enjoy what he called "a summer of freedom." 
 

 
The US President Joe Biden, with Vice President Kamala Harris, 

speaks on COVID-19 response and vaccinations in the South 

Court Auditorium of the Eisenhower Executive Office Building, 

in Washington, D.C., on June 2, 2021. 

 

With the help of vaccinations, Biden, said, Americans 

are headed into a summer vastly different from last 

year. "A summer of freedom. A summer of joy. A 

summer of get-togethers and celebrations. An all 

American summer that this country deserves after a 

long, long, dark winter that we've all endured," he said. 

"It’s clearer than ever: the more people we get 

vaccinated, the more success we’re gonna have in our 

fight against this virus," Biden began, speaking in front 

of a blue backdrop reading, "we can do this." 

He said the country needs to be "free from fear this 

fall." 

He also sent a warning. 

"For all the progress we're making as a country, if 

you're unvaccinated, you are still at risk of getting 

seriously ill or dying or spreading disease to others," he 

continued. 

Independence Day is the deadline Biden set last month 

for the country to have at least 70% of adults having 

received at least one shot. 

Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris will launch a 

nationwide tour to reach those who still need 

vaccinations with Harris' travel anchored in the South 

and Midwest, according to the White House. 

Four of the nation’s largest child care providers -- 

KinderCare, Learning Care Group, the YMCA and 

Bright Horizona -- will offer free child care to all 

parents and caregivers getting vaccinated or recovering 

from a shot from now until July Fourth. 

The Department of Health and Human Services is also 

issuing new guidance that encourages states to use 

child care funding leftover from the American Rescue 

Plan to provide financial incentives to local child care 

providers who adopt the same policy. 

Starting next week, pharmacies across the country, 

including Albertsons, CVS, Rite-Aid and Walgreens, 

will stay open late every Friday in June and offer 

vaccine services throughout the night. 

The Biden administration also is organizing 

community canvassing, phone banking and text 

banking, as well as launching a new initiative to 

engage Black-owned barbershops and beauty salons to 

boost vaccinations at a community level. America's 

mayors are joining the effort by launching a 

competition to see which city can grow its vaccination 

rate the most by July Fourth, among other incentives. 

Nearly 63% of American adults have received at least 

one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, and more than 135 

million Americans are fully vaccinated, according to 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

The U.S. still needs to vaccinate roughly 20 million 

adults in the next month to reach Biden's 70% goal by 

July Fourth. 

On track with Biden's approach, Anheuser-Busch, the 

national brewer that produces Budweiser, announced 

Tuesday it will hold its "biggest beer giveaway ever." 

If 70% of adults are partially vaccinated by Biden's 

deadline, Anheuser-Busch says it "will buy America's 

next round of beer, seltzer, non-alcoholic beverage or 

other A-B product." 

However, there is some fine print on the incentive. A 

person must create an account and upload a photo of 

"your favorite place to grab a beer." Then, the first 

200,000 submissions will get a $5 reward. 

Still, the move builds on other public and private-

sector partnerships the White House has formed with 

the goal of ramping up vaccinations and combatting 

vaccine hesitancy. Biden's COVID-19 task force last 
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month also announced a partnership with dating apps 

to encourage single Americans to flaunt their 

vaccination status. 

Other examples of private sector initiatives recently 

launched include Major League Baseball teams 

offering on-site vaccinations at games and give free 

tickets to those who get vaccinated and United 

Airlines' sweepstakes to win a year of free flights. 

Despite the promise of plane tickets and gift cards, 

among other perks, Biden's remarks also come as the 

pace of vaccinations slow in the U.S. In the last week, 

the country saw a 30% decrease in doses administered 

per day. Unvaccinated Americans are still leaving tens 

of millions of unused doses for COVID19 sitting on 

the shelves with federal officials telling governors last 

week that some 53m doses were still available to order. 

To make sure the surplus doesn't go unused, Secretary 

of State Antony Blinken said Tuesday the U.S. will 

announce its plan to distribute 80 million vaccines 

overseas in the next two weeks. 

Some states have taken matters into their own hands 

and proven incentives can work. Maryland, Delaware, 

New York and Kentucky have instituted their own 

versions of cash lotteries to incentivize people to get 

vaccinated, after, in Ohio, vaccination rates jumped 

33% the week after the state announced its $1mn Vax-

a-Million lottery. 

As of last month, all American adults are eligible for 

vaccines, and three have been authorized by the Food 

and Drug Administration for use. Vaccination rates 

widely vary from state to state with Vermont and 

Maine having the highest rates and Mississippi and 

Alabama having the lowest, according to the CDC. At 

least 12 states,  many of them located in the Northeast, 

had inoculated more than 70% of their adult population 

with at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 

____________________________________________________ 
U.S. administers 299.1 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines – CDC 

 
The United States has administered 299,120,522 doses 

of COVID-19 vaccines in the country and distributed 

369,159,075 doses as of Friday morning, the U.S. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said. 

Those figures are up from the 297,720,928 vaccine 

doses the CDC said had gone into arms by June 3 out 

of 368,375,195 doses delivered. 

The agency said 169,735,441 people had received at 

least one dose while 137,455,367 people are fully 

vaccinated as of Friday.  

The CDC tally includes two-dose vaccines from 

Moderna and Pfizer/BioNTech, as well as Johnson & 

Johnson's one-shot vaccine as of 6:00 a.m. ET on 

Friday.
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This Ominous Warning from Moderna 

 
Many Americans have tossed their facemasks aside. 

They're seeing friends and family. They're eating out 

once again. Life has returned to normal, at least for the 

most part. Unfortunately, it's a much different story in 

other parts of the world. The key difference is the 

availability of vaccines. In the US, 88 COVID-19 

vaccine doses have been administered for every 100 

people. In India, the number is only 15/100 people.  

The US government secured major supply deals with 

leading vaccine makers, notably Moderna (NASDAQ: 

MRNA) and Pfizer (NYSE: PFE). These companies 

made billions of dollars, but the US has seemingly 

turned the corner in the fight against COVID-19 thanks 

to their vaccines. However, things could be about to 

change. An ominous warning from Moderna could 

shake up the COVID-19 vaccine market. 

New COVID-19 waves are coming 

Last week, Moderna held its fourth annual Science 

Day. In this virtual event for investors, the company 

laid out its research and development plans. But the 

biotech's top scientists also sounded an alarm 

reminiscent of Paul Revere's famous call that the 

British were coming. In this case, though, Moderna's 

warning was that new COVID-19 waves are coming. 

Moderna chief scientific officer Melissa Moore stated, 

"As the virus spreads, it is rapidly mutating. Some of 

these new viral strains appear to be even more 

transmissible than the original strain." 

The good news is that vaccines from Moderna and 

Pfizer, in particular, have been highly effective so far. 

The bad news is, in Moore's words, "We already know 

that some of these new strains are less susceptible to 

neutralization by our current vaccine." 

Moderna's researchers have found lower neutralizing 

antibody levels against several key coronavirus 

variants to be of concern, which suggests a risk of 

reduced duration of protection against infection. 

Because some of these variants are more transmissible, 

Moderna thinks that "new epidemic waves are 

undoubtedly on the way." 

Vaccine market implications 

What does all of this mean for Americans and for the 

COVID-19 vaccine market? The bottom line is that 

booster shots and new vaccines targeting the variants 

will likely be needed. Dr. Anthony Fauci, chief 

medical advisor to President Biden and longtime head 

of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases, thinks that we won't know for sure if booster 

doses are needed until the fall. Moderna's research 

appears to indicate that it's not a question of if but 

when booster shots will be required. 

The emergence of potent new variants could alter the 

dynamics in the COVID-19 vaccine market. 

Companies that have focused all of their efforts on 

developing vaccines targeting the original coronavirus 

strain could be left behind if they don't quickly pivot to 

developing variant-specific vaccines. 

There are two primary challenges at play for vaccine 

makers. First, the rapid coronavirus mutations mean 

that drugmakers must have a technological approach 

that lends itself to quickly developing variant-specific 

vaccine candidates. Second, companies will need the 

financial resources not only to develop these new 

vaccines but also to conduct clinical studies. 

Most likely to succeed 

Smaller biotechs that don't have large cash stockpiles 

or supply deals already in place for their COVID-19 

vaccines could be at a serious disadvantage in the fast-

moving market. Larger pharmaceutical companies that 

have experienced setbacks with their vaccine rollouts 

could also find it difficult to keep up. 

Arguably the most likely to succeed in the variant-

focused COVID-19 vaccine market are the drugmakers 

that have already been the most successful: Moderna 

and Pfizer (along with its partner BioNTech 

(NASDAQ: BNTX)). Why? Perhaps most important, 

their messenger RNA technology allows these 

companies to rapidly develop variant-specific vaccines. 

Moderna and Pfizer are already in testing with their 

respective variant-specific candidates. 
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Biden's likely China pick wanted 
Bill Gates to be coronavirus czar 

 

President Joe Biden’s reported pick to be ambassador 

to China repeatedly called for Bill Gates to be put in 

charge of the US's response to the COVID-19 

pandemic last year, even after the philanthropist said 

China should not be held accountable for its role in 

covering up the deadly crisis.Nicholas Burns, an 

ambassador during the Clinton administration and 

George W. Bush’s presidency, tweeted multiple times 

in the early months of the pandemic that former 

President Donald Trump should make Gates the 

“Coronavirus Czar.” The Harvard University professor 

and presidential campaign adviser for Biden and 

former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton continued to 

make such a recommendation after Gates argued 

against holding China accountable for the pandemic, 

defended some of their response to the coronavirus, 

and disputed the idea that the WHO had been 

improperly influenced by China. 

Burns tweeted on April Fool’s Day 2020, “Bill Gates 

for COVID-19 National Coordinator. His clear plan for 

what we must now do is compelling. The public would 

trust him. He could help to unite our efforts with those 

of the world.” He added: “Think about it 

@realDonaldTrump. Presidents have a long history of 

asking private citizens to take on big public jobs. 

@BillGates is the right person to become the 

Coronavirus Czar.” 

Burns shared a Washington Post opinion piece written 

by Gates from March 31, 2020, which said, “There’s 

no question the United States missed the opportunity to 

get ahead of the novel coronavirus. But the window for 

making important decisions hasn’t closed.”  

Gates said three steps were necessary. 

 “First, we need a consistent nationwide approach to 

shutting down. Despite urging from public health 

experts, some states and counties haven’t shut down 

completely. In some states, beaches are still open; in 

others, restaurants still serve sit-down meals. This is a 

recipe for disaster. Because people can travel freely 

across state lines, so can the virus. The country’s 

leaders need to be clear: Shutdown anywhere means 

shutdown everywhere,” Gates wrote. “Second, the 

federal government needs to step up on testing. … 

Finally, we need a data-based approach to developing 

treatments and a vaccine… If we do everything right, 

we could have one in less than 18 months.”  

LIKELY BIDEN CHINA NOM CONDEMNED 

TRUMP'S COVID-19 'BLAME GAME' 

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation website states 

the organization’s recent $250 million commitment to 

assist with COVID-19 drugs and vaccines brought its 

“total contribution towards fighting the pandemic to 

$1.75bn, & much of it has gone towards the production 

and procurement of crucial medical supplies.” 

Gates lamented the Trump administration would 

withhold U.S. funding from the WHO, criticizing the 

move in an April 15, 2020, tweet: “Halting funding for 

the World Health Organization during a world health 

crisis is as dangerous as it sounds. Their work is 

slowing the spread of COVID-19 and if that work is 

stopped no other organization can replace them. The 

world needs WHO now more than ever.” 

Newly released emails earlier this week from Dr. 

Anthony Fauci show he and Gates were in 

communication. An email with the subject line 

“Connection Request per Bill Gates” was sent by 

Emilio Emini, a senior adviser at the Gates Foundation, 

who said he’d been told that Gates and Fauci had 

talked the day before, saying, “I’ve taken on the role of 

coordinating the foundation's contributions to the 

global COVID vaccine efforts… Bill tells me that you 

will take on a central role in coordinating [the 

Biomedical Advanced Research and Development 

Authority’s] funding to the ongoing efforts.” 
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Emini’s April 2, 2020, email added: “I see you on TV 

almost every day, and although you continue to have 

considerable energy, I am seriously worried about you. 

The nation and the world absolutely need your 

leadership.”  

Fauci, the head of the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases, replied the next day, saying, “As I 

had mentioned to Bill yesterday evening, I am 

enthusiastic about moving towards a collaborative and 

hopefully synergistic approach to COVID-19 on the 

part of NIAID/NIH, BARDA and the BMGF.” 

Many touted Gates as having foresight about the 

coronavirus pandemic, in part because, during a Ted 

Talk in 2015, he predicted, “If anything kills over ten 

million people in the next few decades, it’s most likely 

to be a highly infectious virus, rather than a war … 

We’re not ready for the next epidemic.”  

During a February appearance on the Veritasium 

YouTube channel, Gates asserted COVID-19 was 

natural in origin but warned of future “bioterrorism” 

and that “somebody who wants to cause damage could 

engineer a virus, and so that means the chance of 

running into this is more than just the naturally-caused 

epidemics like the current one.” 

The intelligence community confirmed last week at 

least one of its 18 spy agencies is leaning toward the 

Wuhan lab leak hypothesis on COVID-19’s origins 

while two are leaning toward a natural origin, with the 

vast majority remaining undecided. 

Gates caused controversy during an April 26, 2020, 

appearance on CNN when he was asked how he would 

respond to the charge that China covered up the 

coronavirus and misled the world.  

“You know, China did a lot of things right at the 

beginning, like any country where a virus first shows 

up, they can look back and say they missed some 

things,” Gates said. “You know some countries did 

respond very quickly and get their testing in place and 

they avoided the incredible economic pain. And it's sad 

that even the U.S. which you would have expected to 

do this well did it particularly poorly. But it's not time 

to talk about that… So that's a distraction. I think 

there's a lot of incorrect and unfair things said, but it's 

not even time for that discussion.” 

The Chinese Communist Party made use of the 

comments by Gates when Chen Weihua, an EU bureau 

chief and columnist at the Chinese state-run China 

Daily, tweeted a video of his remarks and claimed, 

“Bill Gates blasts Trump’s blame game on China as a 

distraction.” 

Burns again called for Gates to receive a coronavirus 

leadership role in the government on May 22, 2020, 

tweeting, “Bill Gates for Coronavirus Czar. We need a 

leader who understands the science, business and is 

unafraid to tell the truth.” 

This time, Burns shared a New York Times opinion 

piece titled, “Bill Gates Is the Most Interesting Man in 

the World,” which claimed, “Gates is everywhere these 

days, a lavender-sweatered Mister Rogers for the 

curious and quarantined. With the United States 

surrendering in the global war against a disease 

without borders, Gates has filled the void. The U.S. is 

isolated, pitied, scorned. Gates, by one measure, is the 

most admired man in the world.” 

By the time Burns made his recommendation, the 

friendship between Gates and now-deceased and 

convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein had been widely 

reported.  

The New York Times noted in 2019 that “Mr. Gates 

started the relationship after Mr. Epstein was convicted 

of sex crimes” and that “beginning in 2011, Mr. Gates 

met with Mr. Epstein on numerous occasions, 

including at least three times at Mr. Epstein’s palatial 

Manhattan townhouse, and at least once staying late 

into the night.” 

“Bill Gates regrets ever meeting with Epstein and 

recognizes it was an error in judgment to do so,” a 

spokesperson for Gates said at the time. 

Gates and his wife, Melinda French Gates, announced 

their divorce in early May, and the New York Times 

reported “when the relationship between Mr. Gates and 

Mr. Epstein burst into public view, Ms. French Gates 

was unhappy,” and “she hired divorce lawyers, setting 

in motion a process that culminated this month with the 

announcement that their marriage was ending." 

Gates initially opposed lifting vaccine patent 

protections this year, even meeting with Biden’s U.S. 

Trade Representative Katherine Tai to protect the 

patents. 

 However, the Biden administration backed the 

waiving of certain intellectual property rules, so Gates 

backtracked. 
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First post-COVID cruise ship leaves Venice amid protest 
By Giulia Segreti and Alex Fraser 

 
The first cruise ship to leave Venice since coronavirus 

restrictions were eased set sail on Saturday, but some 

local residents protested over the return to normal, 

unhappy about the passage of giant liners through the 

historic lagoon city. 

Hundreds of people rallied on land and small boats 

fluttering flags saying "No big ships" surrounded and 

followed the 92,000-tonne MSC Orchestra as it 

departed Venice port en route for Croatia and Greece. 

"We are here because we are against this passage but 

also against a model of tourism that is destroying the 

city, pushing out residents, destroying the planet, the 

cities, and polluting," said Marta Sottoriva, a 29-year 

old teacher and Venice resident.  

But port authorities, workers and the city government 

welcomed the departure of the Orchestra, operated by 

MSC Cruises, seeing it as a symbol of business kicking 

off after the health crisis that hit hard at the cruise 

industry and the wider travel sector. 

"We are happy to be back... to restart the engines. We 

care a lot about Venice and we've been asking for a 

stable and manageable solution for ships for many 

years," said Francesco Galietti, national director for the 

trade group Cruise Lines International Association 

(CLIA). 

Some residents have been urging governments for 

years to ban large cruise ships and other big vessels 

from passing through the lagoon and docking not far 

from the famed St. Mark's Square. 

Campaigners worry about safety and the environment, 

including pollution and underwater erosion in a city 

already in peril from rising sea waters. 

"The struggle is very long, I think we are against very 

big financial interests," Marco Baravalle, a 42-year old  

researcher, and member of the No Grandi Navi (No big 

ships) group.He and other protesters were worried that 

"everything will go back to what we had before the 

pandemic", he added. Italy's government ruled in April 

that cruise ships and container vessels must not enter 

Venice's historic centre but rather dock elsewhere.  

But the ban will not take effect until terminals outside 

the lagoon have been completed, and a tender for their 

construction has not been launched yet. Part of the 

traffic might be diverted to the nearby port of 

Marghera starting from next year.  

WHERE JOURNEYS BEGIN OR END 

The Orchestra was escorted outside the port not just by 

small vessels protesting but by tugboats that saluted it 

with water sprays, a sea tradition reserved for special 

occasions. 

The 16-deck ship can carry over 3,000 passengers and 

1,000 crew but for this voyage will be sailing at only 

half capacity due to COVID-19 social distancing rules.  

"It's an important day for us, for 4,000 workers and 

many others who work in this sector. We are starting 

again after over 17 months, finally there is light at the 

end of the tunnel," said Alessandro Santi, chairman of 

the Federlogistica business group.  

He said the port community favoured the bans but 

alternatives had to be found given the importance of 

tourism for the city.  

The CLIA estimates that the cruise business represents 

more than 3% of Venice's GDP. 

"Venice is where many itineraries begin or end, the 

economic impact on Venice is huge," said Galietti. "If 

Venice is taken off the itineraries all the Adriatic (Sea) 

will suffer the consequences ... it would be a huge 

impact."
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The stigma of variant names 

 
* Coronavirus variants will now be referred to by letters of the Greek alphabet instead of where they were first 

discovered, the World Health Organization (WHO) has announced, in a bid to prevent the stigmatisation of entire 

communities. 

* For example, instead of the 'UK variant' (B.1.1.7), the WHO will now say 'Alpha'; the 'South African variant' 

(B.1.351) is now 'Beta'; the P.1 variant, first detected in Brazil, is 'Gamma'; and B.1.617.2 first identified in India is 

now labelled 'Delta'. 

* Throughout history, infectious diseases have been named after geographic locations where they were thought to 

have originated: West Nile virus, Zika and Ebola, to mention a few. But those associations can be damaging for 

those places, its people and, in some cases, be inaccurate. There is no universal consensus on where Spanish flu 

began, for example. 

 
Last March, then-US President Donald Trump referred to Covid-19 as 'the Chinese virus'. Many Asian Americans 

subsequently said they were blamed for bringing the coronavirus to the US. In May, India's government expressed 

displeasure with media outlets using the term 'Indian variant'. 

The WHO says the Greek alphabet letters "will be easier and more practical to [be] discussed by non-scientific 

audiences". But there are some concerns that the system has arrived too late. The new names could make describing 

the variants even more complicated as there will now be three potential names: a scientific name, references based 

on where a strain was first identified and WHO's Greek alphabet labelling. 
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Coronavirus: News from around the World: 
 

* India: Don't bet on unlock downs anytime soon 

 
 

The adage: once bitten, twice shy, certainly seems to 

be playing on in the minds of several state 

governments that have been extending lockdowns 

week after week, or fortnight after fortnight, despite 

falling cases, not wanting to take a chance with the 

healthcare infrastructure collapsing once again, as it 

did in April and May. 

So what are states saying? 
Maharashtra minister Vijay Wadettiwar's 

announcement, that lockdowns will be lifted in 18 of 

the state's 36 districts from today, provided the 

positivity rate was under 5% and occupancy of oxygen 

beds in hospitals was less than 25% was nixed later in 

the evening by the Chief Minister's (CM) Office, 

which made it clear that no decision on relaxations in 

restrictions has been taken yet. 

In Karnataka, the lockdown, which was scheduled to 

end on June 7, has been extended till June 14 as Chief 

Minister B S Yediyurappa said that even "though 

infections have reduced, the spread of the disease is 

still on". 

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan, while allowing for 

certain relaxations for shops selling essential items, 

raw material for industrial purposes and construction 

materials, said additional restrictions will be imposed 

in the state starting tomorrow, till June 9, in order to 

reduce the positivity rate. The state, which reported 

close to 19,000 fresh cases of Covid-19 on Thursday, 

with 153 deaths, currently has a positivity rate of 

15.22%. 

Other states, like Bihar and Uttarakhand (both till June 

8), Andhra Pradesh and Punjab (both till June 10), 

West Bengal (till June 15) and Odisha (till June 17) 

had already announced lockdown extensions earlier 

this week. 

Why so? 
Maharashtra and the southern states together account 

for 70% of the fresh cases of Covid-19 on a daily basis. 

Of the 1.3 lakh-plus new cases on Thursday, more than 

91,000 were from these states. 

What is especially alarming is that the share of 

Maharashtra and the southern states in the daily new 

cases has crept up from 50% on May 6, when India 

reported a peak of 4.14 lakh-plus new cases, to 66.5% 

on May 27 (which is just last week). 

More than the high number of new cases and the high 

positivity rate, the greater concern is the availability of 

vaccines and while the situation has improved in the 

last one to two weeks, there are still shortages with the 

situation expected to 'normalize' only by the middle of 

next month. 

Moreover, given how the healthcare infrastructure 

across states was unable to cope up with the deluge of 

patients and shortages of beds, oxygen and medicines, 

states may be unwilling to lift all restrictions at one go. 

Also, with the onset of the monsoons, seasonal 

diseases may put an extra strain on the healthcare 

services. 

 

*USA: 25 million COVID vaccine doses set to 

be sent overseas 
The White House announced Thursday that the United 

States would start shipping out the first of the 80 

million to send overseas. "Today, we're providing more 

detail on how we will allocate the first 25 million of 

those vaccines to lay the ground for increased global 

coverage and to COVID-19 vaccine doses President 

Biden has promised address real and potential surges, 

high burdens of disease, and the needs of the most 

vulnerable countries," Biden said in a statement. With 

U.S. vaccine supply now exceeding demand, the Biden 

administration has faced mounting pressure to share 

doses with hard-hit nations, such as India, that are 

struggling to contain coronavirus surges. National 

Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said some of the initial 

doses were being sent to India, Gaza, and the West 

Bank, and other places "facing crises." 

 

*Kamala Harris assures Modi on vax supplies 
US Vice President Kamala Harris has told Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi that the US will be sending 

Covid-19 vaccines to India, following which Modi 

thanked her for the support from the US government. 

The electronic conversation took place as US President 

Joe Biden announced on Thursday that India will 

receive Covid vaccines directly from the US stockpile, 

the White House said. 
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Modi tweeted, “I deeply appreciate the assurance of 

vaccine supplies to India as part of the US Strategy for 

Global Vaccine Sharing. I also thanked her (Harris) for 

all the support and solidarity from the US government, 

businesses and Indian diaspora.” 

 
Biden, who has faced international and domestic 

pressure to share surplus vaccines, said he is releasing 

the first set of 25 million doses of which six million 

will be shared between India, South Korea, Mexico 

and Canada. 

The six million “will be shared directly with countries 

experiencing surges, those in crisis, and other partners 

and neighbors,” he said without giving a breakdown of 

how many doses will go to India. 

His spokesperson Jen Psaki said that the vaccines 

could go out as soon as Thursday “as we are working 

to operationalize this, which is kind of a historic 

Herculean effort.”  

Harris has spoken to several international leaders, but 

till Thursday there had been no mention by the White 

House of a conversation with Modi, which may be 

their first direct interaction. 

The Biden-Harris administration plans to share  at least 

80 million vaccines globally by the end of June. 

Modi tweeted that they “discussed ongoing efforts to 

further strengthen India-US vaccine cooperation, and 

the potential of our partnership to contribute to post-

Covid global health and economic recovery”. 

Biden said that the US would share more vaccines 

from its stockpile. 

According to some media reports, the US may have as 

many as 500 million surplus doses of vaccines in the 

coming months. Former President Donald Trump had 

taken the risky step of ordering millions of doses of 

vaccines — far beyond the national requirement — 

from several companies under his Operation Warp 

Speed. 

 

*Why is gender gap in vaccination bigger than 

India's sex ratio? 
For every 1,000 Indian men who got their Covid-19 

vaccine, just 867 women were inoculated — a ratio 

worse than India’s sex ratio of 940 females to 1,000 

males as per the 2011 Census, though according to the 

Niti Aayog, the sex ratio as of 2015 was way worse, at 

900 females per 1,000 males. 

The ugly: The states or union territories with the worst 

gender gap in vaccination are Jammu and Kashmir 

(J&K) (709 women per 1,000 men), Nagaland (714 

women per 1,000 men) and Delhi (725 women per 

1,000 men). 

The outliers: Just three states — Kerala (1,125 

women per 1,000 men), Chhattisgarh (1,045 women 

per 1,000 men) and Himachal Pradesh (HP) (1,003 

women per 1,000 men) — have inoculated more 

women than men. 

For the record, the sex ratio as per Census 2011 in J&K 

is 883 females per 1,000 males, Nagaland (931 females 

per 1,000 males), Delhi (883 females per 1,000 males), 

Kerala (1,084 females per 1,000 males), Chhattisgarh 

(991 females per 1,000 males) and HP (974 females 

per 1,000 males) 

So how bad is it? 
Judging from the sex ratio as per the last Census, the 

gender gap in vaccination is way below the sex ratio. 

Overall, of the total 22 crore plus who have been 

vaccinated, 53% are men and 47% women. 

While India's skewed sex ratio — among the worst in 

the world — means that there are 5.7% more men than 

women, the gender gap in Covid-19 vaccination has 

grown by leaps and bounds. While on April 10, the gap 

between men and women was 2% in favour of the 

former, within a fortnight by April 24, the gap had 

widened to 12% and by May 6, when India reported a 

peak of over 4.14 lakh new infections, the gap had 

ballooned to 24%. 

Why oh why? 

Digital illiteracy: Access to the vaccine registration 

platform, CoWIN, is restricted as more women than 

men don’t know how to register themselves and as 

such are dependent on the males in the family. 

The fifth National Family Health Survey (NFHS) in 

December 2020 conducted across 22 states and UTs 

found that 60% of women in 12 states and UTs had 

never used the internet. While in rural India less than 3 

out of 10 women were familiar with the internet, the 

figure in urban areas was marginally better, at 4 out of 

10 women. 

Decision-making: A predominantly patriarchal 

society means that the decision on whether to get 

vaccinated and when rests with the male head of the 

household. 

Vaccine hesitancy: Myths about the vaccine 

impacting pregnant or lactating women, or adversely 
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impacting their menstrual cycles have also contributed 

to greater vaccine hesitancy among women, especially 

in rural areas with limited access to information. 

Workforce imbalance: The initial thrust of 

vaccinating healthcare workers and frontline workers, 

as part of inoculating the workforce, may have also 

contributed to the gender imbalance in vaccination as 

less than one fourth of the women are in the workforce. 

 

*And the worst-affected Covid nation is... 

 
... Peru. Officials in the South American nation earlier 

this week announced a Covid-19 death toll of more 

than 180,000, a three-fold increase from the previously 

accepted total. At over 500 Covid-19 deaths per 

100,000 people, Peru now has the highest Covid death 

toll per capita in the world, dwarfing second-place 

Hungary. 

Peru has seen almost 2 million cases since last March; 

its healthcare system is stretched to the brink, and 

health care facilities are often running low on oxygen. 

The news from Peru is in line with the situation in the 

region writ large: Latin America recorded 1.2 million 

new cases last week, along with 31,000 deaths. Just 37 

million of the region's 700 million people have been 

vaccinated. 

Peru's domestic numbers are just as abysmal. Only 8% 

of Peruvians have gotten their first shot, and just 3.5% 

are fully vaccinated. 

 

*How oxygen levels decline in Covid-19 patients 

SARS-CoV-2, the virus causing Covid-19, infects 

immature red blood cells (RBC), reducing oxygen in 

the blood and impairing the immune response, say 

researchers. 

The study, published in the journal Stem Cell Reports, 

sheds light on why many Covid-19 patients, even those 

not in hospitals, are suffering from hypoxia — a 

potentially dangerous condition in which there is 

decreased oxygenation in the body’s tissues.  

The study also shows why anti-inflammatory drug 

dexamethasone has been an effective treatment for 

those with the virus. 

“Low blood-oxygen levels have been a significant 

problem in Covid-19 patients,” said study lead 

Shokrollah Elahi, Associate Professor in the Faculty of 

Medicine and Dentistry at University of Alberta, 

Canada. 

“Because of that, we thought one potential mechanism 

might be that Covid-19 impacts red blood cell 

production,” Elahi added. 

Elahi’s team was the first in the world to demonstrate 

that immature RBCs expressed the receptor ACE2 and 

a co-receptor, TMPRSS2, which allowed SARS-CoV-2 

to infect them. 

For the study, the team examined the blood of 128 

patients with Covid-19. The patients included those 

who were critically ill and admitted to the ICU, those 

who had moderate symptoms and were admitted to 

hospital, and those who had a mild version of the 

disease and only spent a few hours in hospital. 

The researchers found that, as the disease became more 

severe, more immature RBCs flooded into blood 

circulation, sometimes making up as much as 60 per 

cent of the total cells in the blood. By comparison, 

immature RBCs make up less than one per cent, or 

none at all, in a healthy individual’s blood. 

Further, the team also found the dexamethasone drug 

suppresses the response of the ACE2 and TMPRSS2 

receptors to SARS-CoV-2 in immature RBCs, reducing 

the opportunities for infection. The drug also increases 

the rate at which the immature RBCs mature, helping 

the cells shed their nuclei faster. Without the nuclei, 

the virus has nowhere to replicate, the researchers said. 

 

*US researchers start testing mix-and-match 

Covid vaccine boosters 
US researchers have started a clinical trial to test what 

happens when adults who have been fully vaccinated 

with one type of Covid-19 vaccine receive booster 

doses of a different Covid-19 vaccine. 

The trial aims to determine the safety and 

immunogenicity of mixed boosted regimens, according 

to the US National Institutes of Health (NIH). 

The trial will include about 150 adults who have been 

fully vaccinated with one of the three approved Covid-

19 vaccines in the US, the J&J, Moderna or Pfizer 

vaccines. Each vaccine group will enroll about 25 

people aged 18 to 55 years, and about 25 people aged 

56 years and older. Twelve to 20 weeks following their 

initial vaccination regimen, participants will receive a 

single booster dose of the Moderna Covid-19 vaccine 

as part of the trial. 

People who have not received Covid-19 vaccine are 

also eligible to enroll in the trial in a separate cohort. 
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These volunteers will initially receive the two-

dose Moderna Covid-19 vaccine regimen, and will 

be assigned to receive a booster dose of a vaccine 

about 12 to 20 weeks later, according to the NIH. 

Trial investigators will evaluate participants for 

safety and any side effects after vaccination. 

Participants also will be asked to provide blood 

samples periodically so that trial investigators can 

evaluate immune responses against current 

circulating strains of SARS-CoV-2, as well as 

emerging variants, according to the NIH. 

Initial trial results are expected in late summer this 

year. 
 

* The United States gave over $800,000 to the 

top-level laboratory in China from which some 

believe the CCP (Chinese Communist Party) virus 

escaped, according to newly released documents. 

Internal emails from officials with the National 

Institutes of Health and an office inside the 

agency, the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (NIAID), show they discussed 

in 2020 a question from Republican members of 

Congress regarding how much the agencies sent to 

the Wuhan Institute of Virology. 

The total amount sent between Fiscal Years 2014 

and 2019 was $826,777, according to the officials.  

The funding went to EcoHealth Alliance, which 

channeled money to the lab for the purpose of 

“understanding the risk of bat coronavirus 

emergence.” 

The total amount is different from the amount that 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of NIAID, told 

members of Congress the Wuhan lab received 

from the U.S. government. 

 

*The number of teens hospitalized with COVID-

19 increased in March and April, after having 

declined earlier this year, a new Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention report found. 

CDC Director Rochelle Walensky said the trend 

was alarming and encouraged parents to vaccinate 

their eligible teens. 

"I am deeply concerned by the number of 

hospitalized adolescents and saddened to see the 

number of adolescents who required treatment in 

intensive care units or mechanical ventilation," 

Walensky said in a statement. 

The CDC has allowed the use of the Pfizer 

vaccine for people 12 years old and up. 

While the majority of those hospitalized for 

COVID-19 are still adults, the study found 

between January and March, a third of the 204 

teens hospitalized for the coronavirus required a 

third required intensive care unit admission, and 

5% required invasive mechanical ventilation. 

"Much of this suffering can be prevented," 

Walensky said in the statement.  

She added that those who are not yet vaccinated 

should continue to wear masks and socially 

distance to protect themselves. 

"Vaccination is our way out of this pandemic.  I 

continue to see promising signs in CDC data that 

we are nearing the end of this pandemic in this 

country; however, we all have to do our part and 

get vaccinated to cross the finish line," she added.  

A Washington Post analysis last week found that 

while COVID-19 cases, deaths, and 

hospitalizations have been on the decline as more 

Americans get vaccinated, rates for those who are 

not vaccinated have not significantly shifted. 

People who are not vaccinated yet are still at high 

risk for infection and severe illness. 

About 41.4% of the total US population is fully 

vaccinated, according to the most recent CDC data 

available at the time of publication. 

***** 
_________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
(Editor’s note: Please use your common sense to donate to the right organization. If possible, give 

priority to your own family, neighbors and your village/Town or area healthcare systems directly. 

There are fraudulent organizations be aware of them. Cheque the need and response to those priorities. 

Get some advice from your Doctors or helping organizations. Many time Cash Donations are more 

effective than kind. I would recommend donating to Red Cross of India, UNICEF, Oxfam India, and 

Care India. In my personal opinion, do not send any contributions to India’s Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi’s PM Care Fund as its not transparent and has no accountability.  -Kaushik Amin.) 
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COVID19: Weekly Update. 

# The numbers below are from 

Saturday 06-05-2021 * 11pm US East coast Time... 

Compiled Periodically By: 

Kaushik Amin, USA. 
201-936-4927/Kaushikamin@hotmail.com 

Details are compiled from various sources. 

There are likely false data & variations in data most of the time, so, 

please use the data wisely.  

Marked "*" are not reliable data. 

_______________________________________________
World: 
173,716,097. Cases. / 3,736,087. Deaths. 
________________________________ 

Recovered till today: 
156,586,510. 

================================ 

01. U.S. A.: 
34,204,374. Cases. /612,203. Deaths. 

02. India**(???) 
28,808,372. Cases. / 346,784. Deaths.    

03. Brazil:  

16,907,425. Cases. /472,629. Deaths. 
_____________________________________ 

07. UK:  

4,511,669. Cases. /127,836. Deaths. 

_________________________________ 

22. Canada. 

1,391,174.Cases./25,712.Deaths. 

============================= 
00 (India): Gujarat* :(???) 

814,390.(???) Cases. /9,921. (???) Deaths. 

================================ 

USA States:  
01. California: 
3,795,479. Cases./ 63,008. Deaths 

___________________________________ 

02. Texas*: 
2,963,789. Cases. /51,936. Deaths. 

___________________________________ 

 

03. Florida: 
2,329,867. Cases / 36,973. Deaths. 

_____________________________________ 

04. New York:* 
2,158,162. Cases / 53,715. Deaths. 

____________________________________ 

05. Illinois:  

1,384,903. Cases. / 25,314. Deaths. 

__________________________________________ 

06. Pennsylvania: 

1,209,894. Cases. / 27,460. Deaths.  

__________________________________________ 

07: Georgia: 

1,125,854. Cases / 20,986. Deaths.  

___________________________________________ 
08. Ohio  
1,104,380. Cases / 19,980. Deaths. 

____________________________________ 

09. New Jersey*.: 
1,017,695. Cases. / 26,273. Deaths. 

      

15. Massachusetts:  

707,940. Cases. / 17,907. Deaths. 

_________________________________________ 
30. Connecticut:  
347,891. Cases /8,246. Deaths. 
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Covid19: dos and don’ts. 
*More than 3  Covid19 vaccines are  available now 

nationwide in the US. Find out how to get yours. 

* Finally Vaccine is available all time in the US; India 

and many parts of world, many of us got both the 

doses, or single dose in case of Jhonson & Jhonson’s 

vaccine. Yet post vaccination results/effects are not 

known to the research/medico community fully. We 

are still in a Pandemic Period, of Phase 2 and 3, also 

possible invasion of new 4 or more strains of UK, 

Brazil, South Africa, and now India Coronavirus. 

* Entering the Spring, and soon  the summer, the 

number of cases are still on a higher side, yet to 

achive the flat curve,  world over most of us are just 

ignoring the pandemic do’s &  don’ts,  particularly 

when we are with festivity mode in final days of 2020, 

so please take Extreme Care, Stay Safe & Stay Home. 

Yet not an easy time for every one! 

* Corona is still around, & may remain lifelong! It’s 

not as simple as viral flu. It’s as dangerous as like a 

contest of survival of the fittest. 

* Vaccine is available now, first to the frontline 

medico fraternity, patients in need, & nursing 

home/long term care facilities residents on a priority, 

but average person will have no easy access soon, so 

be careful & protect yourself & your loved ones for 

good. Mask, frequent hand wash with soap & social 

distancing only is the option for now 

* Now Mask is not needed in the USA, if you are 

vaccinated. But it is advised one must use Mask, even 

if you have taken Covid shots, Vaccine is just 

protection, it’s not a cure! Also wear Gloves, 

Sunglasses & the most important: keep safe distance, 

keep washing your hands frequently with soap or use 

reliable sanitizer either one at least for 30 seconds. 

* In India nasal steam (Naas) is recommended by the 

Government authorities, Ayurvedic practitioners, & 

also is a traditional remedy, but the US CDC and other 

Western Health Authorities doesn’t recommend it due 

to a probable risk to the brain. 

* If you can, use Mouth Rinse, twice a day, will help 

to boost your oral health. 

* If you have young kids/minors attending the school 

or college, it’s advised to put on the mask for 

everyone inside the home. 

* We are passing through a tough time of Life & 

Death. Follow Social Distancing, but stay in for Social 

Contacts. 

If you know any one suffering with Corona, your 

nearer or dearer, call and talk to them frequently, we 

don’t know whether they will return safely with us. 

Call other relatives/friends,  at least ten persons a 

week. We are social & want to take care of those who 

are cut off due to Corona self-imposed lockdowns. 

Also keep busy yourself & family members with 

plenty of daily activities like yog, exercise & Stay 

Physically Fit, Pursue Your Hobby, Get Adequate, at 

least 6 to 8 hrs.  Of Sleep, & Eat Healthy Balance 

Diet. 

* Yet it’s a long march to finish, no one knows 

when we will...!!!!! 

Take care, & Stay Safe. 

 


